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courſe of two louers, Affrican, and 


Menſola, their liues 1 lanes, and 


lamentable deaths, together with the of-ſpring 


of the Florentines. 
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To the vertuous Gentleman Mai- 
_ continuall health and perfect 
phuappines. 


As the Philoſopher, flying his Country 
&{|depopulate with cruell wartes, being de- 
maunded why he left his goods for a pray 
co che enemies ſpoyle, aunſwered: My 
learning is all, and that J haue, which no 
| man can take from me, the reſt are in mine 
| A enemies power: Euen ſo likewiſe (Gen- 
tleman) your curteſies being great, my deſerts little and means 
leſſe, to requite the leaſt fauour you haue ſhewed mee , this 
onely is left, which is all I haue (to 3 poore good will, 
deuoted wholy to your vertues, and ready to acknowledge 
your kindnes with all thankfulnes; which to manifeſt in ſome 
t (as my poore talent will afford) I haue preſumed to pre- 
5 with this little Pamphlet, tranſlated out of French into 
our vulgar tongue, at the ſpeciall inſtance of ſundry Gentle- 
men, whereofT craue acceptance, not in regard of the gift (be- 
: ing of ſmall moment nor the ſtile therof, which is ragged, bare, 
Je. {fl ) butthe'good minde of the gmer, as forward in 

| affection towards you, as his abilliey is ſmall in performance. 
So fgte you hartihy well. 0 
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TO THE READERS HEALTH 


and continuall happines. _— 


but onely to recreate and delight euery 
gentle mind, curious to ſeeand vnder- 
ſtand. each ſtrange noueltie; For whoſt content, 
this ſmall Treatiſe happening to my hands, former - 
lie cõpiled in Tuſcan meeter, by Mr. Iohn Bocace a 


% 1 


— 0 4 * - 


Florentine Poet, contayning a briefe diſcourſe of 
loue, made by a young Floſſolan Sheepheard to one 
of Dianas Nümpbe their famous ſucceſsion, with: 
the of- ſpring of the Florentines, and the foundati- 
on of their Citty. I attempted to tranſlate ſome part 
thereof, for mine owne recreation, more then any 
deſire I had to publiſh the ſame : But ſince, at tùbe 
earneſt requeſt of ſome (who had power to com- 
maund me) I proſecuted my attempt to the end. Ac- 
cept then (curteous Reader) this ſmall. worke , as 
friendly as I preſent it willingly ,- and defend the 
ſame (if you pleaſe) againſt loch wemerzs pere g 
dily reproue others actions, then amend theirowne 
faults any way. And if thou liſt to ieſt at my labour, 
that (havingbetter meanes) I haue applyed my ſtu- 
die to a thing ſo baſe and vnprofitable: conſider (I 
pray thee) how the famous Grecian Homer hath 
| ſpent 
» | * 


5 To the Reader. 

ſpent many houresand dayesto write af | 
Nm and Frogs; Virgo riapus, Petrarcke, the 
amours of his Laura, Hyphigmeus his ſpring time, 
and many moxe great and ancient perſons, (whofor 
breuite ſake I paſſe ouer in particuler) haue written 
ſuch like things. Moreouer, amongſt. the late Wi- 
ters, thou ſhalt finde alſo ſome thing in their 15 
very fooliſh, rediculous, and vntrue, thopgh the 
them ſelues were wile, learned, & of 200d . 
and ſhall I then, (which can equall them no way) 
let to imitate their actions? I feare me there be ſome 
to brutiſnly minded that will affirme I: But I care 
not, ſeeing my tranſlation I preſent not to them, but 
to eyery gentle mind affecting vertue. And if any 
will charge me to haue vſed a language vneloquent, 
rude and vnſcemely., let them dot me ( pray) this 
fauour, chat beſore they vomit out their poyſoned 
liquor of enuie towards me, the moſt forward that 
way; may take pen in hand; and hauing firſt done 
better, et him then correct mie (ifhepleaſe) elſe let 
him vſe ſtlence, or gehitie defend and escgſe my 
fault: a e ban ket 07; fen tdelir re 
Ihaue to pleaſe thee. ; TIT (gent! 8 
Reader) fie ſmall 1 - the: firſt frutes of my 
endeuour, which:ſhall ſerue for p art of cheerholt 
worke Ihaue feady to Wewer; and pleaſe thee 
(at the leaſt) in regard ofthe fubieQwhichis great 
and füll of. coker: Atch as may Well contem thee, 
a it ME Ren to e e 9906 La au er 
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I The Author deſiteth the fauour of his Miſtris 


in his ay de to the efeDling of th is Booke, andthe 
> ke of Al artorensLadies for defence of his work, 
07. 0) ngainitthe ſlaunderers therof, 


reaſon wils that Abe n˖œ⁰] he gien mr, of ibm good ſo euer 
ſhall appeare in this grp draws di ſcore c fam h ontly; bath led me 
this wi. giving we Holings to attempt farce tocontinue , aud 
perfect under ding. to lit mam great and ſtcret miſteriess 
Ard ec hpi my 7 way the better Fart to bis hed ef 
fet, O'facrgd Venus r tad (1 pray thee ) thy little wanton, 
fo berdhif bo. ard fhovte bis golden arrow againſt ber breaſt, 
Who long bud ehecks mt With wiideſtrued repulſe:: Aud with 
thy fitrie im ¶ it pleaſe her] ſo tham her frozen hart, that 
Lin feele the fest: ſa that ſnromded with the mantle of her 
geadgrace; may ee beger And you faire 
4 


e e, arts e opt ee. 
ee inipreſſpon ) vouchſafe to ſhicld e againſt The erugous 
backb/ttrt\ that by che venomous pearcing a lieg 
tangues, I be not deemed to haue written of a thing baſe and 
unprofitable. 
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JN fuperſlicious perſons of former age, gaue theyr 
"7 Virgine daughters to ſerue the Goddeſse Diana, & 
In what forme the Goddeſse Diana appeared in 
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5 A Table of the Contents of 


the Forreſt of Flofolan, and what Lawes, inſtitutionz, and 
manner of life ſhęe preſcribed to her Damſeli . fal. 2 
How Diana came into the Forrell of F alzolanto viſte 
her Votaries, and what inſtrutions ſhe gaue them neere to 
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How the young Shephearde Affrican lying bidde in a 
Beares denne, ſawe the Nymphes of Diana by the Foun- 
taine, and how he became amorous of one af them, nziped 


Of Affricans laments being come out of the Denne, for 
loue of her whom he lenew not but by ſight. 8. 


How old Griffon father of Affrican, recounted to his ſon 
the death of his Father Mugnon: and of the tranſmutation 
ofthe Nymph whom he deflowred neere to the Riuer. 7. 

Ot ehe vibon-wtich African had ſleeping, and how and 
for what cauſe he was wounded by Cupid. 10. 

Of the Nimphs whom Affrican ſawe in the Forreſt, but 
could not ſpeake withall for the ſuddainnes of his fight. 12 

How Affrican found the faire Menſola in the Forreſt, 
and of the feare and danger he had to be ſlaine. 14. 

How Affrican ranging the Woods to ſeeke Menſola, did 
facrifice to the Gods to appeaſe the Goddeſſe Venus: and 
of the miracle there happened. 15. 

How Affrican diſguiſed him ſelfe like a Damſell, to de- 
ceaue the Nimphs of Diana, and how he flew a Bore with 


his Dart, in preſence of his Miſtreſſe. 18. 
How Affrican diſguiſed as a M ayd. deflowred the faire 
Menſola vayilting in the valley of the Pond. 21. 
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how at the ſecond charge a 
8 4 of a faire Sorme. 


fall xt Senilehe, and \ 
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THE PAM O VS TRA. 
gicall diſcourſe of eAfrican and 
8 Mienſola-. 1175 


CHAP. I. 


9 Howe ſuperſtitious perſons of former age, gaue theyr 
Virgin Daughters to ſerue the Goddeſſe Diana, and the 
' cauſe, 


„Nee vnto Florence the chiefe Cittie of the 
JL | Tuſcan Region, there is a Uillage called 


. Fioſſolan, ſituate at the fte ofa little moun⸗ 
| l fame, bozbering on the South ſide : a large 


(at leaſt) none ſuch as now be ved. 

There dwclled alſo a fewe people, and they, although 
they were few, with-dzew themſelucs into the mountains, 
aſwell becauſe that place pzomiſed them moſt ſafette, as 
allo foz that the concourſe of the Waters vpen the Plaine, 
made many Pyꝛes, Ponds, Lakes, and ſmall Rivers, 
changing the firme Plaine andlowe Countrey,ts Þariſh 


B. and 


The tragicall diſcourſe 


and F enny ground, fozed with Trees, Reeds, « Grones, 
ſhadie and very pleaſant, 

Nowe were all people that inhabited the earth, names 
lie thoſe betwiene ths Seas Adriarque and Thyreyn, who- 
lie giuen fo Jdolatrie, and ſubiect to fooliſh and vayne Ce- 
remonies, full of ſuperſtition. 

The Italian; alſo amongſt others, were not altogether 
free from this follie, but religiouſlie held and beleved (as a 
thing moꝛe then ſure) that thoſe whom they wozthipped 
fo2 Gods, as Iupiter, Mercuric, Mars, Neptune, Vulcan, 
Bacchus, Vans and ſuch like, diſcended on the earth be- 
tow at their pleaſure, foconnerſe with men, in ſundzy pla⸗ 
ces, (as their fantafies beſt gaue them,) ſome delighting 
in the Fozreſt chace, ſome to lwimme in the Waters , 9- 
thers ſhewed themſelues in the Pountaines ntere to the 
Riuers, and oft-times in Townes, Churches and houſes, 
vnder diners kindes and fozmes ; foz ſome came ſhadowed 
in humane ſhape of man oz woman, and others hid vnder 
the ſimilitude of ſome wilde oz tame Beaſt : ſo that this 
pw2e abuſed people, to honour their ſuppoſed Gods , did ſa⸗ 
crifice vnto them, in thoſe places where they molt fre- 


quented. 


This Pagan erroz, was long time obſerued amongſt 
the ruſticke and vnlearned people, euen amongſt the inha- 
bifants of Floſſolan, who aboue all other Gods, meft hono- 
red the Goddeſſe Diana, fo2 that (as they ſuppoſed) they 


had oft ſeene her ſpozt and chaſe in the neighbeur Woods 


and Fozreſts adiopning. 

The deuill alſo to encreaſe their erroꝛ (as if is certain) 
and to bzing theſe fonde beleting people to perpetuall ru⸗ 
ine, began then to ſhewe himſelfe in the viſible ſhape of a 
Woman, in the Fozreſt of Floſſalan, making knowne to 
the Jnhabitants adioyning, that ſhee was Diana Goddefſe 
of chaſtitie, beſt pleaſed to bee ſerued with Uirgins: And 
to them which willingly woulde followe her, hee weulde 
pzeſcribe 


of Afflican and Menſola. 2. 


pꝛeſcribe an honeſt manner of liuing, meet to pzeferue 

their chaſtitie: and further, ayde the againſt ſuch as ſheuld 

da them any out⸗rage, oz pzactiſe to with-dzaw them from 
theyꝛ ſacred p2ofeſſton, | 

Theſe fooliſh people (lightlie deceined) cane freelie 
they2 Daughters to Diana, and ſent them fo ſerue her 
where ſhes kept in the Fozref@ : ſuppoſing this ſacriſice 

molt acceptable to the Goddeſſe, hoping thereby to haue 
her readie affected to fauour them, and in their neceſſities 
to relieue their wants. 
Diana by this meane (accompanied i in thozf time with 
many faire Damſels ot that Countrep) entertained them 
gladly, with great p2omiſe of rewards: pꝛouided that they 
ſware fo abide ſtill Uirgins, fo flte aboue all thinges the 
2 of men, and to followe her, and obſerue her 
beſts, 

This tuſtome, (though inuented by the deuill) tooke 
fo2ce not onely in Italy, but in many other Regions alſo, to 
wit, Greece, Corinth, Dalmacia, Armenia, Cappadocia, 
and to be b2iefe, all Countries els inhabited. 

Diana ſeing her religion to flozich, and the dailie ins 
creaſe ot her Uirgins in all Countries, (the better to en⸗ 
tertaine them in vnitie, ſequeſter from them all affection to 
returne fo their Parents, and deſire to tonuerſe with men) 
ſher trained them to the Chace, to dꝛaw the Wowe, to tolſe 
the Pyke, to runne to ſette the Nets, to ſpꝛead the Toples, 
to ronze the wilde and ſauage Beaſts and to calf ſfones 
and Darts: wherein theſe young Uirgins pzooued ſo ſkil- | 
full, that in ſhozt time there was founde no Boze, Beare, 
Tygar, Leopard, noz other ſauage oz wilde Beaſts, were 
he fierce, cruell, oz ſtrong, which they ouer-came not: the 

Hart whereofthey fo2cibly puld out, ſuppoſing they were 
. able to reſiſt, not onely the felncs of the weaftes, but the 
impoꝛtunitie alſo of young men, which attempted often to 
ſurpꝛize and deceiue them. 

2 2 By 


-withfire: and others att 
to her Uirgins, ſhe lewe with her deadly Arrowes, which 


[ASF)) [|ples,anpmnaleries, (which the pooze a- 
e baled people hadfoundedin her name) was 


" 8 A W 
; " * 38 Be. 0 8 ex "5 n 7 &# TY : * 2 — 
PPP 3 
hg, - . s 4 2 * — 3 at »f . 
< \ 1 . 8 \ c * 4 

"4 - : 
j , 
F I 

A 


The Gg deute | 
-- by this meant, were they fo feared; that no youth 


(howe out-ragions foener) burſt appeare to diſpleaſe thys 


ſacred Hayden companie, aſwell foz the danger ef cruell 
and vymercifull death by them, as the vengeannce allo 
vhich Diana fodke of ſuch, as pzactiſed fo ontrage her femi- 
nite followers : Foz ſome this angry Goddelfe lie we, en⸗ 
raged with farte, ſome others with their wealth, conſumed 
fome matters offenſlue 


made them fofeared of each, that the moſt inſolent did them 
honour, fozbearing the place of their being, as vnwoꝛthie 
to appꝛoch a thing ſoreligivus.and holy : ſothat the Fozreſt 
pꝛomiſed them moze lafetie, then any great populots and 


| well Wals 0 Cittieconld yer 


- CHAP. 1. 


| 4 In as forme the Goddeſſe Diana appeared in the For- 


reſt of Floſſolan, and what Laws, Inſtitutions and man- 
 nerof life thee preſcribed to her Damſels. 
. = Tana haning in diners Kealmes and Fee 
[5 JE! Conntries many virgins,in Fozrefts, Tem- 


nof idle, but paſſed to and fro in diuers pla⸗ 
bes, nowe appearing in the Caft Regions , then in the 
South, after in the Meſterne parts, and ſometimes in the 
Nozth allo, and diuers other places, as her fantaſie ledde 
her, to viſite her religious troupe : to whom ſhe gaue laws, 
9 and inttitutions to keepe: and continue in her 
ruice. | 

And hauing palſed all Eurode, Afﬀfiick, and Aſia, thee 
returned at length into Italy, to wit, her Damſels demea- 
nour in * — Known only by thename of Himphes 


though 


of Aﬀfican and Menſala. ne 


thzough the Tuſcan Region, where that Goddefle. was had 
ig chiefe reputation, and comming to the Fozreſt of Floſſo- 
lan, ſheę appeared commonly in the ſhape of a faire huge 
Moman; well pzopozttoned, of good feature, ſfraight and 
ſlender, her eyes and face bzight as a Starre, and full of 
great maieſtie, ſhining with ſuch cleerenes, that oft times 
men coulde hardly endure to beholde her: her haire ſome⸗ 
what pellowiſh, curled e w2apped about her head, bound vp 
with a ribband of golden thzead, richly garnithed with fine 
ſtones of great p2tce. 

Yer coate was of Ruſſef-Uelnef, bzodered with an in- 
finite number of Pearles great and ozient, turned downe 
to the middle of the legge, diſconering the ſhinne well pꝛo⸗ 
poꝛtioned and high, with the hoſe finely attired, and the 
garters pinked and tut. Yer ſhoulders were cenered with © | 
à ſhoꝛt cloakd of Red-ſattin, ſcarce reaching to the girdle, 
but ſhꝛowding her armes, apparrailed onely with a ſmock 
white and very fine, 

In her right hand ſhe bare a Turkie Bowe ar Steele, 
ſtrong, guilt, grauen, aud curiouſlie wʒought: and in the 
other an y2on Dart, long, and very dangerous. By her 
ſide hanged in a large chaine of golde a QAuiuer ſtozed with 
Arrowes, poyſoned and moꝛtall: to be briefe, er equipage 
was ſuch as nothing wanted. | 
And as the ſented young "of twentie-fine veeres, favze. 
freſh, and lively, (hauing an eye to the Woods) ſo was her 
pace ſtately and ſull of great maieſtie, her countenaunce 

graue, with a ſeuere regard: her hand ready, her hart cou- 
ragidus, hardie, and bold to the end: ſo that finding ought 
which offended her Dietie, (were it Beaſt ez other Crea⸗ 
ture man 92 woman) thee few them fozth-with „ without 
mercie. 

Wy this meane che was feared, not onely o them which | 
knew her by ſight onely, oz byrepozt, but of 825 alſo as 
Allie * 1 ä 

e And 


The tragicall diſcourſe 


And if any ol her Damſels,in her abſence z otherwiſe, 
had let loſe the Cat to the Cheeſe, andloſt the manner ol a 
Virgine, no ſooner had ſhe knowledge thereof, but feozth- 
with the tooke ſuch vengeance on them, that their example 
ould ferrifie the reff : ſome⸗time with great repꝛoch re⸗ 
turning them to their Parents, oz elſe tranſ-fozmed them 
to ſome Fountaine, Niuer, Tree, Plant oz Roote,and oft 
times to a Stone, Pountaine, oz ſauage Beaſt. And if ſche 
found them with the fault, and could ſurpziſe them with the 
acte, the flew them both without mercy, Beholde then the 
cauſe why Diana was ſo honoured, _ 

This Goddefle, comming into the Tuſcane Countrer, 
aſſembled her religious Pupils, vnder a ſhady place inui⸗ 
roned with greene bonghes, neere to a Fountaine, where 
ſitting dowue, placing them circle-wiſe about her, and her 
ſelle in the midff, after the coolenes of the Euening had 
calmed the parching heate of the @unne, the admoniſhed 
them fo keeps their virginitie, at the leaſt , while they a⸗ 
boade vnder her conduct, without violating oz pꝛophaning 
their ſacred o2der, to abandon the company of men, and 
not ſo much as behold them, leaſt their impoztunitie moo⸗ 
uing in their mindes new motions, might afferwards en- 
gender vnchaſt deſires, repugnant wholy to her ſacred in⸗ 
ſtitutions. 

Her ſpeech ended, foz recreation, ſhee deuiſedof the 
Chace, taught them meanes to afſaile and vanquiſh the 

truell fiercenes of the Beaſt : called each to recount they 
paapes gotten, at leaſt ſuch as were wozthy : p2ayſed thoſe 
that had done beit, to increaſe their defire to do better, and 
vp good and milde erhoxtations, incited the minds of others 
to the lie. 

After manp dapes thus ſpent in deviſing with her 
Nymphes, Diana befoze thee departed, eleded one whom 
the made Miſtres and Gouerneſle of the reſt, and vnder 
paine of her high diſpleaſure, he commanded (as bernie) 


of Affrican and Menſola.-- © 4 


foobey in her abſence : which commandement was as re⸗ 
ligiouſly kept as the Nunnes at this day obey their Abbe 
in what ſoeuer ſhe commaundeth. 

Now were theſe Uirgins clothed in white garments,a 
collour pꝛopper to ſigniſis their puritie, and might thereby 
eafily be knowne. Foz this cauſe alſo of firangers , they 
were reputed ſacred and holy, and to ſight ſo pꝛecious, that 
men doubted to touch them (as fire) foz feare of death, 


CHAD. ir 
C How Diana came into the Forreſt of Floſſolan to viſite 
her Votaries, and what inſtructions r gaue them neere 
to the Fountaine. 


ter Diana had pent many vayes with her 
Nymphes on the Olympian Mountaines, 
WW LAs, and confines of Arabia, thee determined to 
A to returne to Tuſcane : and at the ſirſt entrie 

A” of the fleꝛiching Month of ar, lhee appꝛo⸗ 
chedt whe 'Fozrelt of Floſſolan, the ſame beeing the ſeaſon of 
RING, ſo ſweet + pleaſant,that hardly could men ſee 
Tree, Pedge, oz Graue, vncouered with all ſozts of little 
Birds, diſcloſing with open thꝛoates their newe Amours. 
The Nightingale warbling her notes with [wert harmo⸗ 
nie, accuſed the diſloyaltie of Tirteus. The Lynnet with 
many other ſmall Birds, in theyꝛ wood-like tunes, chewed 
fozth the high pzaiſes of Venus, from whom the Poun⸗ 
taines of toy had taken their greene Chaplets, the greene 
Trees theyz mew o2naments, and the little hils theyꝛ ac- 
cuſtomed deckings: ouer⸗loeking the Ualleps and Fields 
with ſuch delight, that each thing ſemed to laugh foz the 
pleaſantnes of the time. This {3as alſo the ſeaſon, where⸗ 
in youth of each ſexe, moſt felt the hote and amozous va⸗ 
pour of Venus, any the ſharpe pꝛicks of Cupic. AY 
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The tragicall diſcourſe 
At this time alls came Diana ts vifite her Floſsolan 
Kymphes, and aſſembling them together, (as the Yen her 
Chickins) to vnderſtand their gouerument in her abſence, - 
Gee reſolued to holde Chapiter in a place ofthe Fozreft 
molt commodious and very pleaſant , And arriuing in a 
Ualley large, plaine, and very dilcctable , in the middeſt 
whereof was a Pond, the wafer therein diſcending from a 
filuer ſpꝛing in the height of the £Pomnitaine, boꝛdering the 
Caſt ſide of the Ually, ranne with a ſweete and delectable 
murmure : which paſſed fo2 a ſpace by the Plaine, letted 
by the rostes of ſund2y great Trecs, ſtaide it ſelfe in fozme 
of a little Lake. The water diſcending from the Foun- 
faine, by the freth loꝛce thercofhad deckedthe place where 
it paſſed, with ſundzy ſoꝛts of ſweet hearbes and flowers. 
The Goddefſe beholding the pleaſantnes of this Ually, 
and making choyle of a faire place adioyning to the moun- 
faine, ſate downe on alittle hill at the foote of a faire and 
large Tree, (which ſhee vſed as a Trybune 02 tudgement 
ſeate) the Aymphes as ſhe commaunded, en the grafle al- 
ſo befoze her, And repoſing herſelfe againſt an olde Dake, 
the boughes whereof as a Tent, encurtened and defended 
them from the parching heate ofthe Sun, beholding with 
good regard her Payden companie, ſhe layd her Bow a- 
ſide and food vp, in one hand holding a Darte in ſteed of a 
Scepter, whereupon ſhee leaned with great grauitie, and 
couching her other hand vpon her thigh, with a cleare and 


chill voyce the began as followeth, 


The Oration of the Goddeſſe. 


8 Acred Nymphes, who haue left your owne Parents 


to do me ſeruice, and are curious to obſerue my hefts, 
renouncing (foz my lake) pour ficthly affections, and 
your ſelues alſo to keepe my commaundements : I 


erhoꝛt vou by vertue of þ obedience you haue often ſwo2ne 


mer, to held firmly my inſtitutions, and beware abcue all 
things 
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things that you be not ſeduced na bw2ded by the impoztu- 
nitie of men, Fly, ſtie them (A ſay) my good Friendes, as 
-a thing noyſome,confagious, and wholy repugnant to your 
chaſtitie; Fly far from them, and deigne them no hearing, 
fo; if yeur fo2getfulnes lend eare to their plaints and amo⸗ 
rous diſcourſes, vou ſhall take after warde (it may be) de⸗ 
fire to peeld them that romameth. Be ſubfile therefoze as 


the Serpent,and ſtop your chaſt cares from their papſoned 


tharmes. And if they pꝛoue impo2tunate, with pꝛactiſe to 
violate and diſhonour you, ſtrike, ſtrike (J ſay) my ſweete 
Wrgins, dzaw againſt them pour Bowes, thuſt fozward 
your-Arrowes, and ſlay them without pittie: let no feare 
daunt you,foz J will be your apde when your owne power 
faileth. Otherwiſe; if you ſuffer your-ſelues to be vanqui- 
ſhed; and yecld to them without reſiſtance, on vou both wil 
I take ſuch vengeance, asa memozable example thereof 
Gall remaine to all poſteritie: But if you will obſerue my 
Lawes,and keepe my ſtatutes, moſt happy ſhall you bee of 
any,andloned.and deſiredof all, ſothat your immoztalitie 
ſhallremooue you aboue the ſtarres, there to remaine in 


perpetuall glozy, 


Hove the young Shepheard Affrican lying hid in a Bears 
denne, ſaw the Nymphes of Diana by the Fountaine, and 
how he became amorous of one of them named Menſola. 


: Bilſt the Gedveſſe thus pꝛeached to her 
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thick buſhes (which hinderen his light) where Diana ſate, 
and her imphes befoꝛe her on the er yew. 
ring what their Miſtres ſaid. 
This youth named Affrican, wenne to an clde man tal-- 
led Griffon, dwallingnst far thence diſtant, was much a⸗ 
mazed fo ſi this feniinine company in a place fo deſart, 
ioyful notwithſtanding to beholde ſomany faire Damſels, 
as befoze that time he had neuer ſene ;and'thankbig Fd}- 
tune that had pꝛeſented a thing ſo wozthyto his viewe, hee 
placed himſelfe in a ſecret coꝛner, where he might beit be 
unſzne, behold theſe Mir gins, thozowe the thicknes of the 
trees, bzanches, and highWzubs, growing at the entry of 
the place. This African. had not then paſſed the age of 
twenty yeres, notwithſtanding, offfature hee was migh- 
tie, ſcraight, and well pzopoztioneveach war, as any of his 
timt beſtdes: Mis bearde not vet growne, reſembling a 
mapde offifteene peeres, his haire thick, buſhy and curled, 
yellow as a'thzed of gold, his face like the white Roſe,blos 
ming abthefunnes dpziſe, frelh; (math, and rounde as an 
Apple, and he the only ſonne of his Father, dwelling at the 
end of the Mountaine, right oppoſite to the Pond: who the 
ſame day leauing his Fathers heuſe foz recreation „ and 
walking to ſpozt himſclfe in the Foꝛreſt, intending with 
bis Dart to ſurpꝛiſe ſume Doe 02 other ſuch boat; appꝛo⸗ 
ching the Ualley ofthe Pond in coafting about the Boun- 
taine, Foꝛtune led him to this Den, entring whereof, hes 
found a large and faire roome, where he repoſed himſelfe, 
and liept by the freth coolenes ol the rock. and wakened at 
the noyſe of Dianas wozdsto her Damiels. 
African lurking (as I ſnide befoze) within this cauage 
Cane, tooke great plcaſure in be hulding the Godvefſe aud 
her Nimphes, who ſeemed very fear efull, humble, and har⸗ 
til attentiue ta their Miſtres woꝛdes: yet ctulde not the 
greedy eye of this young wantan ftay it ſelfc in anie one 
Pace, . turicufly regar⸗ 


ding 
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ding the perfect beauty ot each,and founde them all ol ſuch 
- equall perfection, that deæme he e ere 
excelled, oꝛ was bel pꝛaiſe wozth oy. 

Jong ſtood he gazing at this denout company, with! one 
like affection to all, till at length glauncing his eyes alide, 
hee eſpicd a Himph turning her face to the Ponntaine, 
Wherin he perceiued ſich bꝛight beames ol perfect beautie, 
ſeated abone the reſt, that wholy.bemummed offence, new 
and vuwonted-affects fozth-with appauled his vnderſtan⸗ 
ding, that hardiy could hee retaine them Nowe had the 
winged God in a moment, wounded this youth with loue 
towards her whom earſt hee had not ſcene ; pet ſuch were 


his amozotis affetts, and mae then burning defire, that no 


hart ſo hard but wouldrelent e pitty his furious paſſions ; 
foz griefeienelymade himſweat,and feare, totremble, as 
one taken with the Palſte,02 quarterne Feauer without 
; power foreſtin any one place. 

And the moze hee buſied himſelfe to beholvd the modeſt 
cauntenaunte of this chaſt Damſell, ſo much the moꝛe hee 
felt himſelfe inſlamed with newe delires, and ſo far beſof- 
ted with love at this firſt vie we, that quite kozgetting the 
place of his being, he ſighed and (ozrowed about meaſure: 
pet was hee ſo firmely denoted tohis imphiall Miſtris, 
that power wanted to withdꝛaw his eyes from the ſweete 
regard ot her pleaſant, miling, and amiable tountenaunce. 
Whoſe hap (quothbe) ſhould cquail mine, were J loued cf 
ſuch a Damſel 2 Could ener Foztune grace me with grea- 
ter good, then ſeate mee betwixt the armes of fo diuine a 
creature? Noſurely, but if ſuch good hap befell mer, my 
content ſhoulde exceede: and nat fearing that angry Ged⸗ 
deſle, and troupe of Uir gins vnder her condud, J woulde 
dare to make knowne vnto her my burning affection. And 
J deem? her not ſo cruell, foz my great good will to reward 
me with deſpight. But Diana (it may bee) whoſe Deitie 
not _— the p2icks of loue, (in like meaſure as wee - lt 

C 2 | a 


The tragicall-difcourſe 


fall Creatures ds) would not withiike regard vſe me, but 
. alone, would lay me without pity, v8 

Lenger had this newe Louer diſcourſed with himſelke, 
had not the ſuddaine riſing of the Pimph Alpina at the 
Goddeſſe becke ſtayd him. To this (ſaide Diana popnting 
to Alpinaftanding in the mioſt) A will and commaundyou 
(as my ſelfe) ta obey in my abſence: foʒ my minde is to de⸗ 
part ſhoztly to viũte my imphes in other Regions, De⸗ 
meane then vour ſelues my daughters in my abſence, that 
my returne map bee toyfull , ſo hall you gaine my faudur 
foz pour continuall good, | | 
This ſaid, Diana (ſeeing the Sunne fo detline, and hide 
his bꝛight beames behinde the Mountain e) aroſe vp with 
Bo in hand, and her Damſels alſo to depart: and mar⸗ 
ching a ſoſt pace 7 —ç—çꝙ—ß a ſong, with luch melodi⸗ 
ous harmony, that Affrican being in the Den, {admiring 
at theſe occurrents which hee ſawe thꝛough the bxanches). 
ſuppoſed he had been in Parraviſe, The ſozow that he toke 
fo2 their departure was great, ſa that his eyes tonuaid the, 
ſo far as his fight would ſuffer him, which once lol, hee dil⸗ 
cloſed himſelfe, taſting his eyes towards the Plaine, with 
th feare to be lene of the Gaddelle. 


BEES - AP. V. 
¶ Of Aﬀeicans laments being come out of the: Denne, for 
loue of her whom he knew not but by _ 


Fter Diana with her Niniphes were de- 
VAC parted, Aﬀrican camefozth of ths Denne, 
OE N feareful notwithſtanding to be ſeene of the 
Y BE 11 Goddeſſe, as vet ſcarce out of fight, and to 
Y ASSN HY P20utde fo: his better ſafetie , aſcended the 
e height of the Pountaine, to beholde the 
Plaine: but ſeeing no appearance of any creature, hee deſ- 
cended lower towards the Fountaine , where Diana had 


pꝛeached 
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pzeachedtoher Nimphes. - And there finding the place 
where his beſt⸗bꝛloued ſate, not pn avs bros r, what, 
df what parents o2 of whence ſhe was, but hearing her on⸗ 
lie called Menſola by one efher-companions , pet affeded⸗ 
ip hee bthelde the place where ſhee repoſed herſelfe whil# 
Diana ſpake: and pauling a while with great ſilence; fol⸗ 
ding his armes vpon his bꝛeſt, and his head hanging down- 
ward, ſtod ſtill immoueable as a block, yet at length ſome⸗ 
. whatreconering his ſpirits, and belching fozth of his amo⸗ 
rous ſtamacke an inũnite number of lighes, and lifting vp 
his epes, ſaid. N 
Unfoztunate youth that J am, how vnhappy haue 3 loſt 
her light which bzed my chicke delight: Bath this ſight ſo 
froubled my ſpirits, and now can no moe eniop it? Fates 
(I feare) will neuer affoꝛd me that fauour to behold here⸗ 
after ſo diuine a thing. Ah dilmall day, pꝛeſenting to my 
view ſo faire an obiect, and at one inſtant to bereaue mee 
- thereof againe, not knowing her aboade that rauiſhed my 
hart by the bꝛightnes of her eyes, and ſweet ſmiling viſage: 
vet if J knew her whole ſole regarde hath ſo deeply woun- 
ded mee,o2 if ſhee (atleaſt) vnderſiove my ſmothering af- 
fects towardes her , and in what plight lone hath bought 
me foꝛ her ſake, my content would be greater: but in vaine 
may J hope fo2 her fauour, whoſe vnkinde departure gaue 


me cauſe of ſuch deepe diſpaire. O earth thaice happy to ſu⸗ 


ttaine a burthen ſo pꝛecious: yet moꝛe happy vou, ve ſweet 
hear bes & frech flowers, hauing ſeene, and (it map be) felt, 
that would haue highly pleaſed me ts haue fouched, by her 
own conſent, Foz her ſake (who ſitting, p2efſed you down) 
will I kiffe you a thouſand fold. Then pꝛoſtrating hiniſelfe 
at the place where Menſola had biene, he kiſſed the hearbs 
with ſo great affection, that men farre of beholding his de- 
meanour, would haue thought he had eaten them, lo mul⸗ 
led he his face among them, and ſo far had his . al⸗ 
feats — | 
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This done, the youth aroſe vp ſurcharged with ſazrowe 
(as and ſo with lone ſur pꝛiſed, that he doubted whe- 
ther it were night oz day. Then caſing his eyes aloft, hes 
ſoze ſighed,andfaid. Klas, what froward foztune oz des 
ſpightfull deſtenie hath bꝛought me to this place, to make 
mee lone an vnknowne Damicll: and not guided by anie 
other foꝛce of affection oꝛ deſire, hath caſt mee headleng 
into the diepe pitte of diſpaire, deſpiſeyv of her whom J in⸗ 
tirely affect, though the ſame vnknowne vnto her. And no 
ſooner ſhall this faire Nimph ſe mee, then fite, abhozring 
the company of man, as their rule ando2der wils . What 
then hal J do? that manifeffing my loue, my affaires may 
fozt fr bad to woꝛſe, and concealing it, the flameqnoze ins 
creaſeth. Then no way but death remaineth to eaſe my 
tozment. 

With theſe and ſuch like complaints Aﬀeican ſpent the | 
dap, and there reſted vntill the ſtarres gliſtring in the hea⸗ 
nens gaue manifeſt ſhew of the nights appꝛoch, whereby 
— — to leaue the Mares gud returne to 1 
r 


C H AP. VI. | 
C Mo olde Griffon, Father of Affrican, recounted to his 
| ſonne the death of his Father Mugnon: and ofthe tranſ- 
mutation of the Nimph whom he deflowred neere to o the 
-Rwer, | 


* PE Father of Affrican, civing the night to 
27 [|| appzech,and his ſonne not returned (as hee 
| was wont) as one who loued him deerelie, 
i (© \S)J\/ coniectareddinerfly of his abſence, fearing. 
1 a that ſome wilde Beaſt had deuoured, oz elſe 
lo wounded his ſonne,that he could no refurne : o2 that en⸗ 
tauntring Diana in the Woods, icalous cf her Nimphes, 
the = llaine him, as dale ſhe had done his Grandfather, 
Father, 
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Father, and many other of his Parents , Wiſcourting this 
with himſelfe, he walked about his houſe from ſide to ſide, 
and at the noyſe of each leafe ſhaken with the winde, hee 
fappoſed to haue ſeene his ſonne. 
Alcumena alſo his Pother, did participate of the like 
fozrow : who ſitting at the thzeſhold of the doe, pttticulite 
bewailed her ſonne, and deuiſed with her ſelfe what p cauſe 
might be of his long and vn wonted abſence. Affrican on 
the otherſid?, paſſing the right path along the Pountaine, 
feared alſo to encounter ſome wilde c ſauage Beaſt, know⸗ 
ing that was the time they left their Dennes to rauen fo; 
their pa apes, : 
Tyhele and many other doubfs paſlfed,hee arriued at his 
Fathers houſe, where he was hartily receiued of the gocd 
vide man, who had long waited foz his comming ; 4 4 of 
Alcumena alfo, who kifling him often with her huſband, 
demaunded ol him many things, and chiefely the cauſe cf 
his long abſence. Affrican ſeeing his Father impoztunate, 
to conceale the truth, and clenſe him of ſuſpition alreadie 
hatched in his bꝛaine, copned an excuſe as leue had taught 
him, ſaping: er, ſith you pleaſe to knowe the cauſe of 

mp long bee at ranging the Foꝛreſt thys 
day to rouze the Deare, J encountred (in a pleaſant Ually 
ntere tothe Fountaine) a heard of Does feꝛding, the faireſt 
that erſt J euer ſawe: amongſt whom was one white as 
the X illp, poung, faire, and ſeeming to be tame, whom (ftai- 
ing behind the reſt) J followed with graſſe in my hand, ho⸗ 

ping to take and pꝛeſent her to pour ſelfe, but J could not: 
foꝛ when 4 thought molt ſyrely to take her, ſhe turned her 
backe and fledde, Notwithllanving , often returned to the 
gaze, and long purſuing her with great deüre, the night 
ſurpꝛized me befoze J wiſt. 

The good old man, being wiſe, ripe in indgement, and 

of great experience, ſuppoſing hee had ſounded the depth of 
his fonnes darke and ſubtile aunſwere,thought theſe mm 
| mig 
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might wel a the Nimphes of Diana, oft ſene in that Foz⸗ 
reſt, and very vn willing to offend his ſonne, fained to giue 
credite to his talke, pet minding to aduiſe him of the dan⸗ 
ger enſuing that perrilous chate, ſaid. Py ſonne, A charge 
thee in the honour of the Gods, to leaue purſute of thoſe 
Does, and let them goe with a miſchiefe: fo2 beleue mee 
en my faith, they be pzotected by the great Goddeſſe Diana, 
fo much feared in all Countries: who leaues them in theſe 
woods without a keeper, and oft times herſelfe feedes and 
watereth them at this Fountaine , oz els where thee beſt 
liketh, but ſtill armed with her bow and deadly arrowes, 
wherewith this fierce Dame ſlaieth without mercie thoſe 
that diſpleaſe her, as often, and not long ſince thee hath our 
Patents and kindzed. Ah beloued ſonne, the freſh remem⸗ 
bzance ol my Fathers death, makes mine eyes guſh with 
teares of ſoʒrow, calling to mind, how, and fo2 what cauſe 
he was founde vnhappily ſlaine by the Goddeſle, whereof, 
ſeeing the time well ſerueth, t occaſion ſo willeth, J minde 
to ſpeak, to foꝛewarne thæ theroby to beware the like miſ- 
foztune, And J pꝛaꝝ Iupiter ſo apde mee, as trulie J ſhall 
thew the offence he commitfed,cauſe of 'S" ruel and 


vntimelp death. 

Thou knoweſtthy Grand-father was called Mugnon, 
ſurnamed as mp lelfe ; but if A ould declare the particu⸗ 
lers of this troubleſome miſchance, I ſhould be to tedious, 
(and it may be) auer ſo2rowfull, wherefoꝛe J will paſſe it 
ouer in bꝛiefe. To come then to the true repozt of the fad, 
vnderſtand that my Father then of ripe age, (as Hunters 
commonly vſe) oft ſpozted himſelfe in the Foꝛreſts and 
Mountaines with the.chaſe of wild Beats, c many times 
delighted to walke neere the Riuer named (as ÿ knoweſt) 
Mugnon, after thy Grand⸗ father, in reſpect ofmany ſiluer 
ſtreames dilcending from the little hils by the Plaine, 
which (it pam * great pleaſure call themſelnesinfo 
the Miner. 


— 
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It happened on? day as ht appꝛoched a faire and large 
. vnto which ran with a calme e ſweete noyſe, a 
ineiy Fountaine cleere as Chiſtall: hee eſpied a poung 
Numph, freſh and beautifull; waſhing her fate and hands 
to coale the extremity of her heate at the Fountaine: but 

no ſooner did this Damſell perceiue him coming towards 
her, but ſhee fled to the Þountaine, as if death had purſued 
her. My Father (it may be) ouer⸗curisuſip veholding this 
young Utrgin?; æ eſterming her beautie dt tad high a rate, 
followed faſt after and bidde her ſtay, paofelting that hee 
meant her nought but good, yet ſeeing his woꝛds little a- 
uailed, her flying made him ſow with moꝛe deũre to vn⸗ 
derſtand what ſhe was. But Father, tw haſty was thy 
purſute, not knowing that thy death was at hand, and ha-. 
ed to accompliſh what thy vnhappy Fates had ſecretlie 
decreed: but enflamed with loue, and new burning affects, 
was blinded, that thou couldeſt not ſee whether thy fro- 
ward Foꝛtune led thee , noꝛ pet the ſnares newly lapd foz 
thy deſtruction ,, Would God Diana had then tranſ-fozmd 
the Damſell, (whom thou fo affectedly followedit). info 
ſome Tree, Groue, Yearb, Plant, Stone, oz Bird. 

The Numnphe ſ&ing herſelfe ſo neerelp arſued kept on 
her courſe vntill the Niuer (from that day called Mugnon, 
befoze named Alde) ſtaid her, Where arriuing, ſhe becam 
ſo faint and bꝛeathleſſe, that naturall ſtrength failing, thee 
was cdſtrained to take hold of a Tree to ſuppoꝛt her weary 
limbes from falling. At what time my Father moꝛe amo- 
rous then foztunate, ouertaking her, moze ioped at the 
conqueſt of ſo rich a bootie then the whole wozlbe beſides: 
and embzacing her faſt in his armes, hee killed her with 
great affection, and violently deflowꝛed her. 

But alas, thep being thus coupled and earneſt in they: 
ſpozts, Diana from the neighbour Mountaines beholding 
them ſaimbzacing, lping face to face, vehemently crycs 
out, ſaying; Ab ſhameleſſe,luſiful, and diſhoneſt ribaulds, 

. D. bꝛeakers 


— diſeind 


bꝛeakers ot my dinine heſte, beholde the how2ze wherein J 1 
* ſend vou both to hell, fo ycur ſmall tegard ot me, and 
ſhame to violatemy Lawes; Think nat that J can bzoke 
pou ta ieſt at me among your'compMnions; vaunting howe 
finely vou haue deceiued me, and taken pour pleaſure mau⸗ 
ger my will, without taſting due punithment foꝛ your ol⸗ 
fence.: foz the pzefent reuenge J will take vpon you, Gall 
remaine ſm example to a future time. 

Scarreip hadiche enden, bat taking from her Quiner a 
deadly arrow;fhebent her truell 3Bowe,and pulling with 
great fo2ce the ſtring to her eare, the loſed ſo liuelie, that 
with the ſtroke thereof infoꝛtunate Lowers (but 
then) entering the pleaſure their common delight, were 
th2dugh pierced, and as it were, pinned together with ene 
ſelfe thing: and in a moment ſo moꝛtally wounded, that 
rowling nere to the water, mutually embzacing each o⸗ 
ther, they yelded their blood and liues together. Thus en- 
ded theſe Loners their vnfoꝛtunate lines ſo ſone as theyz 
pleaſure beganne, feeling the moztall yzon to pierce their 
mtrals befo2e their mutualt deſires was conſumate, - 

Nowe was A at the bꝛinke of the Niuer, chaſing the 
Heron, and perceiuing the water neere to the banck blody 
and redde, changed from his naturall colour, was ſtriken 
with a ſuddaine e vnwonted feare, and (young as J was) 
went head⸗ long the Riner to ſee the cauſe of this trouble. 
But here the old man, ouer⸗come with cxtreame ſozrowe, 
ſtaid, his hart fs; very griefe and pitty earned, that reſting 
his head vpon his hand which he helde on the table, and di⸗ 
ſtilling from his eyes aboundance of teares, he ſocontinu- 
ed ſilent fo2 a ſpace: then rayſing himſelfe , with waterie 
eyes purſucd his ſozrowfull tale, as follbweth, 

J had not (ſaid he) farre walked along, befoze J found 
my Father dead vpon the Sands, faſt ioyned and bound to 
the Nimph with one ſelfe p2on, and the luke⸗ warme blod - 
guſhing from their bzeathleſſe bodies, tumbled _ the 
| er. 
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Riuer, As 3 thought to dꝛaw neere them, the ſuddaine ar- 
rinall of Diana made me ſhꝛinke back, who with great fu⸗ 
rie and inflamed with ire, appꝛoching theſe two vntimelie 
coꝛſes, tuake back her fatall arrow, and with ber foote, diſs 
dainfully tumbled my Fathers dead coꝛps into the riuer, 
ſince that time not ſeene of anie. The Nimph thee tranſ⸗ 
fozmed into a Fountaine, cõtinually running with a calme 
and pleaſant ſtreame towards the Riuer, complayning 
(with a ſweete murmure) ofthe cutrage.receined, and in⸗ 
termingling their waters in token of mutuall loue toge⸗ 
ther. Theſe newes (though wofull to my ſelfe) J was fo2- 
ced to repozt to my ſoꝛrowfull other , who ouer⸗come 
with extreame ſozrow, ſho:tly after dyed, Beholde nowe 
my ſonne, what great danger if is, ralhly to offend this an⸗ 
gry Goddeſſe. 

Many moze like examples could I cite of ode, but theſe 
freſhin mems2y ofthy Parents, (the chiefe whereof, were 
changed into ſauage beaſts, and many into ſfones, Rocks, 
Tres;andGrones) ſhall ſuffiſe. Beware then my ſonne 
as thou loueſt thy life, the cruell hande of this ferce Goͤd⸗ 
deſſe. Beware J ſay,tooffend her, and flye the place of her 
Vir gins aboade, with ill hap let them gee, ko: nought ciſs 
but cull can befall thee. 


2C 1 A I TR 
« of the viſion which Affrican had feepine, and buon and 
for what cauſe he was wounded in Cupad.. 


Dy I wens, but they wanfedfozce to cure his a- 
3 wounde: foz his ſoꝛe required ano⸗ 
I ther ſalne, yet made he ſemblance to vnder⸗ 
tand, and willingly to follow the ſage couu⸗ 
ſell of his aged Father, And the better to allure him of his 
en N ſhaped hiut i aunlwere, : 2 
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The Sods koꝛbid (oh Father) that any ſuch thing hold 
befall-me, foz I am reſolued by all meanes'to auopde occa⸗ 
ſions of euill, and to kerpe me frooffence towards the God- 
delle, aꝛ onght that concernes her. Her Nimphesalſo will 
J not deale with, but let them goe at their owne pleaſure: 
notwithſtanding, let vs A pꝛap you withdzaw to reſt, foz 
our eyes are cloſed almoſt with fiepe,and the nicht 1s far 
ſpent. This ſpeech ended, each onebefooke hunſelfe to reſt, 
Aſſrican onely excepted, whole new Amours coulde enter⸗ 
taine na llrepe oꝛ quiet, na vet his bed conld yeeldhim anie 
reſt, ſueh power had loue gained ouer him. 

Noſooner did the cheerefull day appeare, (biſchargi g 
the darke and weariſome night) but foꝛgetting the late 
ſage ceuntel vt his auncient Father, he aroſe, and returned 
to the Pountaine and Ually of the Pond, and to the pla⸗ 
ces moſt baunted ofthe Nunphes, with great delire to be⸗ 
hold her whole image ſo liuely was figured in his thought, 
but he failed thereof ſoꝛ many daies, which increaſed his 
melancholy paſſions,and doubled his griefe. Pet beaten 
at length With the rodde of his owne folly, calling to mind 
aſwell the difficultie toobtaine her, (whom he knewe not 
onelꝑ but by ſight) as alſo the great impoſſibilities he ſawe 
fo hinder his deſire, and the extreame ſozrow hee conceiued 
of ſo long and hopelefle fute,he reſolued to cure his hote ra⸗ 
ging affects with the bzidle of reaſon, to leaue purſute of 
his late beloned Nimph,aridto frequent erch plate cf his 
Daints aboad, withfar tefſe deuotion then fozmerly he had 
done. 

Thus continued he foz a ſpace, vntil Loneknowing his 
reſolution; and minding fo encreaſe the paine ofhisfugt- 
tine ſeruant, determined to ſtraighten his bonds and make 
him feele the hate fire of loue, ſo ſcoꝛching, that the ſparkes 
thereot might ſhew the effects, Now as Affrican ſlept one 
tighe in his bed, he ſuppoſed a Lady of meruailous beauty, 
inuironed with great baightnelſe as the Zunne beames, 

2 pꝛelented 
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pꝛeſented her ſelfe befoꝛe him. In her right hand ſhe heald 
a flaming bꝛond, burning with great light, that the. Cham⸗ 
ber appeared as the none day: and in her other hand, a 
naked Bop, bearing at his backe a Quiuer of arrowee, 
and in his hand a bow gulf, curiouſip wꝛought, and very 
delightfull to behold. This Lady reſted her ſclfe befo:e 
the bed of Affrican, and letting loſe the hand of the child, 
whom ſhe thecked with an angry viſage, ſaid, 

- What furie hath fozced thee (littte Wagge) leauing me 
that am thy Pother to follow Diana in the Fozreft, and 
unploy thy foꝛce vpon Beaffs, without reaſon, and not on 
ſuch as J inflame with my ſacred bond: Art thou ſo 
ſenceleſſe (little wanton) to abandon, whom duty wills 
the to obay, follow my chicfe enemy, nought elſe inten⸗ 
ding but the ſole wꝛack and ruine of mankind, and to end 

the woꝛld by her niceneſſe, and further to extinguiſh with 
her foꝛged reaſons, whatſoeuer my amoꝛous fire can com- 
paſſe 2 And yet you will ayde her. What ſtaped Pouth 
(I p2ay you, ) will defend againſt me, her whom reaſon 
bids him molk hate, foz ſeeking to ſuppꝛeſſe our power. J 
cannot ſurely but take in bad part, thy foltſh inuention. 
And haue vou fo2gotten, (little vnhappie) what was late- 
lie concluded in the Conciſfo2ie- of the Gods befoze thy 
Grandfather Iupiter, when they gaue the thoſe armes, 
which thou beareſt ? Mas it fo tmploy them againſt ſa- 
nage and wild Beaſts of the Fozrefts, Mountaines, and 
Uallies 2 No, no, thou to to beaſtly abuſeſt them. It 
was onely tofozce a rectp2ocate loue betwerne all crea⸗ 
fures, as to me they gane this bꝛond to enflame the frozen 
harts, and flow to loue, Whereunto J haue done my beit 
endeuour : But thou (little Galland) negleding the deuine 
pꝛauidente, takes part with her who dy her ſuperſtitious 

92 deere attempt to deſtrop all humaine Creatures. Bx 
the ſacred Thzoane of the Goddelle (Jſweare,) If thou. 
 £ontiniue this erroz, J will ſurely complaine where 1 
| | D 3 ought 3. 
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dught: and the bctter to chaſtite thy raſhnes, J will abate 
thy power, and manifeſt thy ſottiſh pꝛeſumption. And that 
J may perceaue what deſire thou haſt to amend thy mille, 
and yield me due obedience (as thou eughtcſt) J will and 
commaund thee fozth-with , to wound this Pouth here ly- 
ing, ſothat enftamed with vefire fo affect ſome of Dianas 
Nimphgs, it may work her deſpight e ſozrow : foz the leue 
fizr J earft kindled in his beaſt, is wel-nigh exting, 

Cupid ſeing his Mothers rage, feared her thzeats, and 
ſhamed at the repꝛoach ſhe gaue him: wherefoze to ſhew 
his obedtence, vſed lilence: but doubting to mwue her fur⸗ 
ther, toke an arrowe long and ſharpe, bent his bow, and 
ſhot ſo fozcibly againſt the bꝛeaſt of this wofull African, 
that if pierced him thzoughand thzough, who beholding it 
comming, + wanting defence againft the ſharpnes therok, 
o2 other ſhift fo his ſodaine helpe, cried out ſoꝛ mercy: but 
in vaine, foz feare onely made him awake, and feeling the 
wound lately receaued, loked vp, but all appearance was 
vaniſhed, 

Now the amozous heate befoze kindled, and almoſt ex⸗ 
find, in his hart began to renue a freſh, towards the faire 
Menſola, ſo that reſtleſſe (as he was) he turned oft in his 
bed, accuſing the Goddeſſe who had cauſeleſſe wounded 
him lleping. 

TWhat euill haue J done (ſayde Aff: ican) againſt pour 
Dietie, (oh Pꝛinces of loue) thus cruelly to toꝛment me 
long ſince ſubleced to thy will, from whom J expected ra⸗ 
ther comfozt then cruelty 2 Oh faire Goddeſſe , apde me 
(IJ p:ay the) in this troubleſome buſines, and gaule me 
not with a double miſchiefe, to affect one, vnknowne, 
without thy denure fauour to attaine her. Theſe and ſuch 
like complaints paſt, ye fell into a ſ wirt ſlumber, wherin 
Venus (as hee thought) againe appeared to him, with a 
tountenance moze wirt, and far milder then befvze , and 
with a pleaſant glad viſage ſayd. 

Thou 
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Thou oughteſt rather blame thy ſelfe, (O Pouth, to⸗ 
ward and hartleſſe) then accuſe me of cruelty. What fro- 
ward fo2tune, what ſtrange thought, 02 boyith feare, hath 
deterd the from purſuing the queff of the faire Menſola, 
wherein J had ſent thee 2 Js it feare of Diana, puſillani⸗ 
mitie of thy hart, 62 negligence, the cauſe that thou leaues 
to frequent the plates moſt haunted by the Nimphs , and 
to behold her, who fo beautie deſerue fanour of the belt. 
Ah ill aduiſed Youth , blind and ignoꝛant in thine owne 
affaires. Thy baſe mind deſtres rather to pine with pen⸗ 
line ſozrowes , then to ſearch out thy quiet and happy reſk, 
Comfozt, and courage thy ſelfe , ſtill paſſing theſe wods, 
fields, hills, and dales: Foz in following this honeſt tra⸗ 
uaile, thou ſhalt finde her, with other Nimphs of Diana, in 
chaſe of ſome wild Beaſts. And although ſhe ſeeme feare⸗ 
full and cop, not deigning the eare at the firſt, impoz- 
tune her onely, and entoy the conqueſt. Feare not Diana, 
fo; ſhe is now far diſtant: and though the were pzeſent, 
care not: fo2 J will defend ther: let not my abſence viſ- 
may thee ; foz ſurely J will come, when my Bonne (by 
whole apde J haue earſt ſubdued the Cods to my will) 
ſhall help (as he. hath pꝛomiſed) and wound Menſola with 
like affection towards thee , ſo that thou be vigillant and 
pꝛeſt to obay my commaund. | 


CHAP. VIII. 

C Ofthree Nimphs whom African ſawe in the Forreſt, 
but could not ſpeake with-all for the ſuddainneſſe of 
his ſight. 


Venus had thus ended, a huge Maiſtitfe 
0 touching nere to Affricans Chamber (hea⸗ 
: Wor 8 

(7/8 N 


cing (it may be) the ſteps of ſome paſſing on 

\ |the floze, baped with great noyce , which 

much amazed the Pouth , and admiring a 
; t 
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the occurents happened, heſhoks offdzouſines from his 
epes, and thus ſpake to himſelfe, 
Seeing Venus hath pꝛomiſed me her fauour, and moꝛe⸗ 
ouer , to enflame whom J entirelp loue, with like affecs 
towards me, it ſuffiſeth. If oꝛtune then will pꝛeſent to 
my view, my ſwert Menſola alone, without company of 
others Uirgins, by lone oz foꝛce. J meane to eniop her: 
fo2 why thould J doubt Diana, (if ſhe doe her wozft) has 
uing alſo a Goddeſſe on my ſide. So Affrican reſolued 
without feare to ſearch sut his beloned, where he thought 
he might bell finde her. 

The dap now, began to ſhew it ſelfe, Auroras bzight 
ſhining diſcharged the ſozrowfull night paſſed, what time 
Affrican aroſe , and walked to the Walley ofthe Pond, 
where he had taken firit view of his Miſtreſle, and kailing 
to finde her there, mounted the height of a little hill adioy- 
ning, to heare and behold far about, ifany Nimphs appea⸗ 
red in the Fozreſts: And ranging to and fro, moꝛe guided 
by lone then reaſon : his eyes ener ſtaring, his eares open 
to liſten, and his fete fozward fo runne whether his mind 
led him, and ſo affentinely affected, that no ſound oz noyſs 
was heard: but ſuppoling ſome of the hs hadbene 
there: he pzeſently ran thither, but deceaued of his hope, 
and his labour loſt, he was ſoꝛe troubled, and ſtraight re⸗ 
pented his folly , Wherefoze, ſ&ing the day to haſt away, 
and the Dunne declining fo ſettle her ſelfe in the Web, he 
reſolued to returne 

Jn this reſolution walking, he happened on a faire and 
greene way, leading towards Floſlolan, wherein he en- 
tred, and guided by affection onelp, and laue „he had not 
long paſſedan that path, befoze he ariued in a Ualleyfaire 
and very pleaſant, where he heard the Loyce of ſome ſing⸗ 
ing with ſuch melodieus harmony, and ſo Siren like, that 
might haue mated the moſt ſtayed mind. And appꝛoching 
Ty a » whence he thought that melodie ee not 

eare, 
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feare, but deſire ts encounter his beloued, ſs appanled his 
ſpirits :; that folding a croſſe his armes, and with aſad 
connfenance beholving the heauens , ye vttered thele re⸗ 
grets following. 

Oh lupiter, wouldſt thou make me ſo happy, to finde in 
this place her whom J p21ze, lone and eſteeme abone all 
creatures: my iop ſhould excede . Pzeſent her onely to 
mine eyes, (J pꝛaꝝ the) and leaue me to manage the reſt: 
foz J doubt not but to ſpeed, if J may once gaine her ſight. 
As he thus reaſoned with himflfe, he beheld certaine 
young Paides of meruailous beauty,ſpozting them ſetnes 
in midſt of a thicket within that Ualley, whom he thonght 
fo ſurpꝛize befoze they wilt: And as one that ſekcs to 
catch the Cricket oꝛ Graſhopper ofthe Groue, fo went he 
ſoftly ſtealing among the buſhes, to a rowe of Cheſnuts 
there growing: In the chadow whereof he eſpyed the 
Damſels, their heads decked with greene Chaplets, repo- 
ſing their weary bodies at the fete of thoſe Trees, deuiſing 
together, andſwetly ſinging in the ſhade . But when he 
ſaw not Menſola amongſt them, his ſpirits were troubled, 
and his ſozrow renued a freſh, 

I thinke (ſayd her) that either Verus mocks me, oꝛ elle 
wants ſhee power to perfozme her pzemiſe : Pet of them 
will J enquire after her, and diſcloſe the ardent loue Þ 
beare her, ſohappily may Jmoue them to pitty and fa- 
vour me. This ſayd, he dzew nere, and with a low and 
humble voyce, ſodainly hailſed them in this manner. 

The deuine Goddeſſe whom you ſerue (noble Damſels) 
kepe you in all toy and happines, diſmay not at my pꝛe⸗ 
ſence, who meanes notght elſe, then to obay and ſerue 
vou. Dnely grace me with this fauour to vouchlafe my 
heart mg. 

Many moneths haue J ſpent „ in ſcarch of one of your 
company called Menſola, whom aboue all things, J en- 
treit affect . I haue long ſought - uh ; but ſhe (A think) - 

, true 
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cruell fipeth from me, as a ſuppoſed enemy , Wheref6ze 
J p2ay you (deuine Nimphs) learne me to quallifie the 
raging paine J endure, and the meane to obfaine fight of 
her, whoſe abſence is a hell to my mind. 

Thus ended he, and as the ſülly ſhepe , ſurpꝛiſed with 
the ſodaine comming of the Wolfe ready to afſaile them, 
quake and tremble fo2 feare of his crueltp, ſo were theſe 
Wrgins diſmayed at the vnloked fo2 ariuall of the Youth: 
Wherefoze haſtely taking their bowes , they aroſe, and 
fled to the thick of the Foareff, with ſuch ſwiftnes, that in 
ſhoꝛt time he loſt fight ol them: Pet purſuing after, hee 
willed them fo ſtap. 

Ah faire Nimphs (ſapd he) think not my comming is to 
offend you anp way, much leſſe to doe you harme oꝛ out- 
rage. Flie not then: but ſtap, and liſten to me peur friend, 
deſirdus onely to know what ſhe is, foz whom J endure 
this trauaile. 

But what auailes it (poze fole) ſo affeckedly to follow 
and impoztune them, which flie, and diſdaine to heare oz 
giue the aun were 2 Leaue off and let them goe , foꝛ by 
them canſt thou pꝛoſt nothing. When Affiican had thus 
loſt ſight of the Himphs, he left off to follow further, and 
reſting his wearie limbs againſt a Tre, was troubled 
aboue meaſure. | 

What ſhall I doe (ſayd hee) ſeing theſe fronbleſome 
creatures will not deigne to heare me 2 Pay J hope foꝛ 
any good by them? Notruly , fo2 ſeeing my humble p2ay- 
ers cannot mone them to pittp, and ſhew me what ſhe is, 
and her abode, whom J ſo highly fauour : of foꝛce muſt 3 
hue hereaffer in diſconfented darknes, bereft of all light, 
and dzencht in the Gulke of diſpaire (as J am) none pitty- 
ng my 228 and deadly * 


How 
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CHAP. IX. 
¶ Howe African founde the faire Menſola in the Forreſt, 
and of the feare and danger he had to be ſlaine. 


His young Louer, after many complaints 

oz his beloued Menſola, ſœing the night aps 

423) p26ach,and fearing the fiercenes ofthe wild 

„ Beaſtes in the fwy-light cucr ranging foz 

I their pꝛapes, returned home fo his houſe, 

The might paſt, and the dap newly appꝛoching, he repaird 

againe to the Mods, euer ſeking, but neuer finding his 
beloued Menſola. 

Long continued hee this queſt without comfozt, vntill 
Foztuns (willing to cheere his ſoꝛrowful mind with hope 
of ſome enſuing good, and to glad him with the ſight of his 
molt deſired obiect) one day bꝛought him into a Thicket, 
where from the height of a Rock he eſpied ſixe Nimphes, 
ſpoꝛting themſelues on the Platne i in the midſt of a large 
and greene Peddowe, decked with fragrant flowers, peels 
ding a ſwef odour, pleaſant and very delightfull. Among 
theſe virgins was Menſola, whoſe excelling beautie made 
her well knowne aboue the reſt: her pꝛeſence ſs rauiſhed 
his ſences, that power wanted to retaine himſelfe, but that 
be halted with great ſpeede towards them. No ſconer had 
the Pimphes eſpied him comming, but taking their wea- 
pons, they ed ſtraight into the Fozreſt, whom flying hee 
purſued, and ſpake as followeth, 

Wiozthy Nimph (ſaid he) in honour of the Gods J p2ay 
thee ſtaꝑ, and liſten to his wo2des, who loues thee better 
then himſelſe. Fly mee not, who haue long ſince ſabiccted 
my will to thine, and made thee ſole iſtres of my hart. 
Dh Menſola, whom J eſtæme as the thing molt deere vn⸗ 
to mee, turne J p2ay thee, and behold, the cruell and excel⸗ 
five tozment, which day and night J ſuffer continually 44 
E 2 the 
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thy loue. J follow not to w2ong ther, but my care is onclie 
to pleaſe thee, Tis lone and not hate that foꝛceth this pur⸗ 
ſute: not as the Faulcon after the fearefull Partridge, oz 
the Wolfe after the harmleſſe Lambe, but as ene, whem 
thou my life, my hope æ health, haſt power to commannd. 
If it pleaſe thee to peelde mee that place in thy hart which 
mine deſtreth, J vew and ſweare (myſweet friend) by the 
power of the Gods, J will cſpouſe, lone, and honour thee, 
as her, in whom J haue placed my chiefe felicitie, the ſole 
Gouerneſſe and Miſtres of my thoughts. Why then wilt 
thou cauſeleſſe ſo vngratetully haſten my death foz ſo pure 
good-will 2 But ſay ſweet Nimphe, delights thou to ſeeme 
perrith foz thy lone 2 Shall diſdaine be the guerden of my 
loue 2 It thou be thus cruell fo ſuch as lone thee, what wilt 
thou be to thoſe that hate thee 2 In flying frem mee, then 
reſembleſt a Beare newly robbed of her whelps, who led 
with bzuttiſh furie, rauens fo2 reuenge on that the next mie⸗ 
teth, not any way offending her. And though my woꝛdes 
begre no waight with thee, no2 my plaints bee cught re- 
garded, at leaft, take pittie on thy ſelfe, and leaue further 
running. 

But when he ſaw his ſweet and louing wezds not eſtea⸗ 
med, he ſtaid hunſelfe,and beholding her fiying,ſaid, J be- 
ſech thee (oh lupiter) ſeeing the will not aunſwert to my 
payers, that the high and ſteepe Pountaines where ſhee 
palleth, may become plaine befoꝛe her, the hard and crag⸗ 
gie Rocks, ſoft and pleaſant ſands: the Hedges, Groucs, 
Trees, recdes, buſhes, and ſuch like ſcts, map be Uiolets 
and ſwete flowers, that they hurt not with to much halt 
her flying keete⸗ And you ch Gods inhabiting theſe ſhadie 
GOroues, (if euer young Damſell found fauour with you) 
let her now J pꝛap you feele it. And fo2 my part, ſith ſhee 
diſdaines my ſpeech, J wil leaue her in peace without fur⸗ 
ther trouble. Goe then ſwert Nimph at thy caſe , and ar⸗ 
riue where thou belt likett, though the ablence ti = 
bntunecly 
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vntimelp death, alreadie feeling in my entrails the cuill 
that by little and little conſumes away my life, 

The faire Menſola in her courſe liſtened to his wozds, 
and the better fo vnderſtand him,tagged behinde her com- 
panions, and returned backe fo behold him, which once no⸗ 
ted of the youth, hee appꝛoched her nierer and neerer: but 
the Nunph appauled with fuddaine feare, ſtaide, and ad- 
uauncing herſelfe fozward,caft at him a Dart which ſhee 
bare in her hand, but guided with ſo great good happe,that 

milling him at whom ſhe aimed, ſhe. frooke the ſame into 
a huge and maſſte Wake: that done, ſthe followed her com⸗ 
1 diligentle, marking how the 7outh demeand him⸗ 
ſelke. 

Alffrican ſcœing the moztall Dart bꝛandiſh in the free, 
greatly admired her hardineſſe that caſt it, notwithſtan⸗ 
ding, reiopcing that he had eſcaped the danger, hee left of 
the perrilous purſate ofthis mapden companp, pet fill fix⸗ 
ing his epes where his hart was ſeated, hee vttered his 
griefe as followeth. Would God this p2on had pierced my 
hart and freed the tree, ſeeing thou deſireſt my death, ſo had 
thy right hand executed thy will, and ended my ſozrowe at 
once: which w2ong would well haue pleaſed mee, ſith thy 
hande had ſiniſhed and extinct the burning flame that ſcoꝛ⸗ 
cheth and tozments me ſoꝛ thy loue. This ſaid, he tonuapd 
the Nimph with his c pes ſo farre as his ſight would ſuffer 
him, which once loſt, he renued his foꝛmer ſozrewes, 

And as a ſmall ſpar ke of fire in a dzy and withered buſh 
blaſted with the winde, becomes a great flame in a mo⸗ 
ment, ſo fared it with a ſſrican, who hauing loft his Men- 
ſola, the weake t feeble coale of loue almoſt quenched with 
the water cf ſoꝛrow and continuall toꝛment, was at an in⸗ 
ſtant fo kindled with the wind of affection, that ſetting all 
feare of danger apart, he determined to fellow her. Thus 
reſolued, he purſued them a freſh, and lifting vp his head, 
lwked ä great defire to ſee where ſhe was becom, 
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kearefullie ranging nowe one wap, then another, in vn⸗ 
knowne and vncouth paths, at length returned with like 
ſozrow as befoze. 

If Fo2tune (ſaid hee) had hidde her in theſe thicke and 
ſhadie Graues, it would pleaſe me to follow in her ſearch, 
the rather foꝛ that J doubt to ſ her of leng time againe: 
And ſeeking in place where ſhe is not, in vaine ſhall be my 
trauaile, ſo that J doubt whether to gee o2 ſtap. 

In this manner ſtode he long, till perceauing the Sun 
to decline, and the night at hand: and calling to mind his 
Fathers repoꝛt 0 of the deaths of many who buſied them⸗ 
ſelues to follob v Dainſels of Diana, he retired, Againe, 
tone made him car rleſſe of Dianas power, little eſtaming 
death, ſo that Foꝛtune would firſt fausur him is actom⸗ 
plich his deüre, Deat g then thought he, would vield him 
moe content Tf hus plunged in lozrow, and treubled 
with diuers trauge conceits, he became fo amazed that 
that all cou: alle f tziled him, no! knowing What to doe: 
pet the darknes ol che night at band. made him haſt home⸗ 
wards, leaſt feare oſ his long ablence might bꝛeede ſome 
ſoꝛrow to his aged Father, who hartiiy attended his com- 
ming. Thus paſſed he on, oft times returning, and with 
great affccion , regarding each Tre by the way , dꝛea⸗ 
ming ſlill after Menſlola. 


C HAP. X. 
How Affrican ranging the Woods to feeke . 
did ſacrifice to the Gods to appeaſe the Goddeſſe Ve- 
nus: and of the miracle there happened. 


7 lfrican ariuing at his Fathers houſe ſecretly 

N entred his Chamber vaſene of any: where 
e Ilcaſting himſelfe vpon his bed, his paſſions 
Y was ſach , as death was moꝛe pleaſant to 
* then lite. Hamtinte he (oze ſighed, and 
lamented, 
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lamented, accuſing his cruell foztune : then curfing the 
ſeaſon that firſt pꝛeſented to his ſight ſo ſtrange and cruell 
an obiect, and againe mocked at Venus, and her vayne 
beheſts. 

African continuing in theſe laments » his Mother in a 
Garden nere iopning to the Chamber where he lay, heard 
the complaints of her Sonne, to whom lhe haſted, ſuppo⸗ 
ſing he was ficke, and finding him in that plight demaun⸗ 
ded where he had been? and the cauſe alſo of his Teepe 
ſighing. 

Affrican at firſt appauled with feare to be diſcouered, pet 
taking hart a freſh, he ſubtilly aunſwered, that falling he 
had hurt his loft ſide: pet not ſo, but that reſt (he hoped) 
would cure him, 02 (at leaſt) giue him eaſe 2 pꝛaping her 
alſo to depart , fo2 her ſpach (he ſaid) did much anoy him. 
The god Tomanfſozrewing her Sonnes miſchance, and 
carefull of his quiet, departed, 

When Alcumena was gone, and African alene left in 
the Chamber, he renued his foꝛmer complaints, and bes 
came ſo troubled in ſpirit that no place fo2 reſt appeared. 
J ſ& my tale (ſaid he) ſoꝛts from bad to woꝛſe: Foz the 
burning flame, cauſe of my ſoꝛrow, quite conſumes me by 
little, and little. And what remevte 2 None ſurely, but 
Menſola, who hath power to gius me life, oz death, war, 
oꝛ peace, reft, oꝛ trauaile, as the ſweet obiect , beſt liking 
to my ſoꝛrowfull eyes; Thou onely ( (watelt) can giue 
me pleaſure oꝛ paine : thou onely canſt giue me toꝛment 
oꝛ reſt : thou onely canſt giue me 1oy oz ſozrow,remedy,o2 
diſpaire, and helpe, oꝛ hurt, in my depe diſtreſſe. Oh Ve- 
nus, my to much truſt to thy ſwerte perſwaſions hath de⸗ 
ceined mee 2 Didſt thou not vaunt to mee by dꝛeame, that 
thy power had ſubdued the Gods to thy will? What cre- 
dite can J giue thee, when a woman, ſimple and fozcelefſe 
(ſaue onely guided by nature) rebels againſt thee , deſpi⸗ 
ſeth thy fire, and makes thy ſonnes ſhotte vnpꝛofitable. It 
no 
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now reſteth that thy ſoꝛce is weakenes, thy pollitie foliſh- 
nes, Cupids arrowes without vertue, and thy bꝛond with- 

out heate. Thou thoughts (it may be) to ſubdue her to thy 
becke without reſiſtance, as thou didſt me: and to pierce 
her Icie hart with like heate as 5 inflamidſt mine: Eut 
thou art deccined,fo2 ſhe well knoweth how to bzeake thy 
Darts and quench thy flame: pet am J pooꝛe caitife glucd 
in her ſnares, without hope fs eſcape, o2 gaine thy fauour. 
ap pet as it will, (if no woꝛſe befall me,) but iuſtly do A 
feare, leaſt the ſterie thoughts ol loue, burning in mp mind 
day and night, will ſoone foꝛce my ſozrowfull bodie to the 
graue. Dh Atropos, fatall Goddeſſe,apde mee J p2ay thee, 
ſzing Venus hath deceiued me, and ſtrike (if thou pleaſe) 
with thy ſharpe cutting knife,the tender thzed el my like a 
ſunder, toſweten the bitterneſſe of my griefe: diſconten- 
tedly els ſhall J liue heereafter againſt my will. If thou 
grant my requeſt, thou ſhalt greatly content me, but much 
moze if thou bꝛeake the twift where⸗with this troubleſome 
lone hath bound m2, 

Affrican dwelling in theſe moanes, weeping and ſigh- 
ing without intermilſio#, the God of lleepe (as it ſeemed) 
pittying the Youth, oz els requeſted by ſome sther, opened 
the doozes of his darke Ualley,and entering the Chamber 
where African lap, annopnted his eyes with ſacred liquoz, 
of ſuch vertue,that wearied with trauaile and suer⸗come 
with ſozrow, hee fell pꝛeſently into a ſwerte and pleaſant 
llumber, giuing ſome reft thereby to his troubled ſpirits. 

Alcumena as yet ignozant of the cauſe of her Sonnes 
euill, ſuppoſing his five was b2uſed as hee ſatde, whilſt he 
flept pꝛepared a Bath, ſtoꝛed with many hearbcs cf great 
vertae : infending to cauſe him enter the ſame when he a- 
waked. This deniſe well liked the good olde Griffon alſo, 
but the ſoze could not be cured with ſuch plaiſters. 

After long l&@pe, African awoake , and calling her fo 

minde, who (the day paft) denied him ſpeech, hee * 
| rom 


of African and Menſola. - | 17 


from his ſs2rowfull bꝛeaſt many depe and ſcalding ſighes, 
and began to renue his fozmer complaints, but his fathers 
ſuddaine arriuall faide him, who after ſome wozdes paſt, 
cauſed him enter the Bath, which his god {Bother ſo cares 
fully had pꝛouided. But oh pittifull Father, thou with thy 
wife art deceiued, and knoweſt not though thou be old and 
wiſe) the ſpzing of amozous loue: no hrarbs noꝛ rotes can 
beale his wound, noꝛ tan it yet be ſæne, being ſeated in the 
middle of the hart. 

African remained certaine daes in the houſe,careleſſe 
of his Fathers flock vnder his charge, andmuch moze foz⸗ 
getfull of himſelfe, ſuch was the power of loue that guided 
his deũres. And when hes found himſelfe lolitarie t alone, 
thinking on her v cauſed his trouble, hee vttered his griefe 
with ſuch ſozrowfull regrets, as no hart (J think) ſo cruel, - 
but would haue melted with pitty towards him. Thus 
long continuing, hee waxed in the end pale and wan: and 
ſo changed, that hardly could one know him without good 
aduiſement, which doubled the olde mans ſoꝛrowe, ſeeing 
his ſonne endure ſuch toꝛments, and the ſame to augment 
daily, without power toredzeſſe it. 

It chaunced that African one day walking fo his Fa- 
thers flock, feeding faſt by inthe Poeuntame,ſenceleſſe (as 
it were) wandꝛing this and that way in the Fozreſf, his 
head hanging on his bꝛeaſt, careleſſe what way hee tooke, 
he appꝛoched a faire and lively Fountaine , whoſe ſiluer 
ſtreame tumbled from a little Rock into a pleaſant Ually, 
ſtoꝛed with many great andſhady frees, The water wher- 
of, kept in by many great Rocks,ranged below, ſerued the 
wild and ſauage Beaſts to dzinke at very commonuoullie, 
The youth ſitting downe at the roote of a Fountaine, and 
deeply viſcourſing with himſelfe, beheld in the cleere and 
calme water (as in a glaſſe) his one viſage, young) faire, 

ſwxf,and feminine, whercat he koke great pleaſure, ſup- 
poſing it had beene ſome Damſell tranſ-fozmed to another 
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ſhape, but being better aduiſed, began to ſozrow his owne 
eſtate, curſing the day wherein his froward fate pꝛeſented 
to his light the cauſe of his great euill, and whom to lone he 
was fozced, manger his wil ſo deeply entred into his hart, 
Oh happy Beaſts (ſaid hee) faꝛ Venus J ſee pꝛefers vou in 
fanour far beyond me: The Cowe moued by verie inſtind 
of nature, takes Bull gladly, without running, oz ſhew⸗ 
ing any appearance of diſcontent: the Ewe attends the 
Ramme without flying: the Goate her male: the Foules 
and each beaſt beſides, their like, You kifle, embzace, and 
dally with each other, as nature hath taught you, without 
ſuſpition, and increaſe, to the great content of your owners, 
Pou ſing at your pleaſure, liue at your own meaſure :(kip 
fo and fro fo2 delight,and feed when your appetife ſcructh, 
but contrariwiſe, 3 feele nought els but cotinnal tozment, 
day and night attending death, without one minute of reit. 
Then entertapning his ſozrow with many deep: — 4 
beganne his laments afreſh, diſtilling from his eyes ſuch 
ſtreames of teares, that it feemed a River ifſued from his 
head. Yet calling to minde the Goddelle pzomiſe, hee was 
ſtraight way rautſhed with a ſuddaine hope of enſuing 
good. 

Either Venus (ſaid he) ſhall be alyar, oz perfozme her 
pꝛomiſe: but if may be, other waightie affaires let her to 
remember mee foz the pꝛeſent. J will therefoꝛe ſacrifice 
vnto her, and make her mindfull of that ſhee is bounde by 
pꝛomiſe andoath to perfoꝛme. And perhaps my obeyſance 

and humblenes may moue her fo pitty me, This ended, he 
aroſe , and choſing an open place in the top ofthe Poun⸗ 
faine, from whence he might eaſily without let behold the 
bꝛight and cleere heauens, hee gathered an heape of tones 
together in foꝛme of an Altar, and put thereon weod, cut, 
ſo much as he thought needfull : then going to his Fathers 
flock nere paſtoꝛing in the Mountaine, hee toke a white 
and kette Lamve, whom hee bzought to the newe . 
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Altar, and there killed, ſhedding the blood vpon the heapes 
of wood lying on the Altar: and after deuiding it into feure 
peeces, put them on the foure cozners thereof. Then kind⸗ 
led hee a fire withtynder which hee bꝛought with him, to 
burne and conſume the ſacrifice, in honour of Venus: hos 
ping ſhe wold get him fauour of his beſt beloned, tolearne 
him the euent ol his enterpꝛile, and what hee might allu⸗ 
redly hope fo .. 

By this time had the flame almoſt conercd the ſacrifice, 
when African kneeling downe with great humbleneſſe, 
lifting vp his eyes with his hands, ſtretched towards hea⸗ 
nen,add2effed his pꝛapers to the Pzinces of loue in thys 
manner, 

O ſacred Goddeſſe, whoſe fo2ce farre paſſeth humaine 
power, J humbly p:ay thy Dietie gently to grant my re- 
queſt : han knoweſt, (O dinine Pꝛinceſſe) how willing⸗ 
ly J veelded to the ſtroke of the ſonne, without reſiſtance, 
and (as deuoted to thy ſeruice) haue ſubiedded my necke to 
thy yoke, what time IJ fawe Diana with her Nimphes in 
the Ually of the Pond, And how my ouer-curtous regard 
to one of them hath ſince cauſed my inſuppoꝛtable toꝛment, 
bereft quite of all hope of better hap. Thou knoweſt alſo 
howe frowarde Foꝛtune hath euer contraried my deſires, 
And you great frees growing in this Foꝛreſt. You Poun⸗ 
taines and Uallics here about, and you wilde and fierce 
Beaſtes haunting the ſame, witnes with mee my plaints 
and pittifull moanes ; and if that ſuffiſe not, my pale and 
white viſage, altered from his wonted colour, will rightly 
recoꝛd my ſoꝛrowes. Enflame then 4 p2ay the with thy 
diuine bꝛonde, her frozen hart, fo2 whoſe loue J languith 
and dis, ſeeing thou art the cauſe therof, and thou erſt com⸗ 
maundedſt me lleeping: encouraging my minde to pꝛole⸗ 
cute this queſt, with aſſurance to ſpeed, mauger Dianas ma- 
lice. Let it pleaſe thee (ſacred Painces) to make Menſola 
feele her hart pierced in my fauour, with the golden "_ 
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of thy Bonne „that a ſimpathie of perpetuall affection 
may appeare betweene vs. And if thou deigne not to grace 
me with ſo much god, noꝛ yet lend thine eyes to behold my 
ſoꝛrowes, (atleaſt) grant, that ſhe whoſpurnes at my life, 
may not gloꝛy in my death. And ſhew me mozeouer ſome 
pꝛeſent ſigne, to witneſſe the acccptablenes of my pꝛap⸗ 
ers, 

Scarce had he ended, but loking toward the Alter, her 
perteiued the fire to burne with great furie, vrelding a 
ſh2ill ſound, and very fearefull. From the middeſt wher- 
of, the young Lamb ſacrificed and cut in peeces, ſtode vp- 
on his fete; and gaſing fo and fro, thaice vꝛged and blea- 


ted with great vehemencte , andummediatly 2 a” 
gaine to Cinders, 


CHAP. XL 
¶ How Aﬀricen diſguiſed himſelfe like a Damſell, to de · 
ceaue the Nimphs of Diana, and how he ſlew a Bore with 
his Dart, in preſenee of his Aiſtreſſe. 


his miracle cheared bp the foxrowfull mind 
doc Affrican, and gaue him god hope that his 
humble pzayers were accepted: foz which 
he thanked the Goddefſe with great deuoti⸗ 
on, expecting ſpeedy eaſe of his contagious 
enill, Thele and ſuch like teremonies ended, perteauing 
the night ts appꝛoach, he returned to his houſe, far better 
contented then befoze, and ſo iopfull, that his face, paled 
with his faꝛmer affects, returned in ſhozt ſpace to his line- 
lie and wonted colour: fo; the defire he had, to achiue his 
begun enterpziſe, pꝛickt ſolinely his paſſioned hart, that 
hardly could he reſt, fill deuiſing how he might belt de- 
teaue her, whom he ſo entirely loned. 
Alter many purpoſes pꝛeſenting them ſelues, this one 
belt pleaſed him, and (as he thought) mteteſt to _— 
is 
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his deſire, to wit, that being attired like a Damſell, and 
conuerſing with Menſola, and other Nimphs of Diana, 
fill opoztunitie ſerued, he might eaſely deceaue them: the 
rather in regard ok his youth and tender age, as pet beard⸗ 
leſfe, reſembling a Hayde of fiftcene yeares , as not long 
beloꝛe he had ſeenc him ſelke in the Fountaine. It refted 
now to pꝛouide apparrell fit foꝛ his purpoſe, and his Mo⸗ 
ther he thought (though ignoꝛant of the cauſe) was moſt 
meete to ſupply that want. Thus with like fantaſies and 
many doubts, he ſpent that day and night following. 

The next dap no ſoner appeared, but African furniſhed 
him ſelfe, with a white Gowne, e other neceſſaries miete 
fo2 his intended maſke : and hauing fruſſed them in alittle 
Faͤrdell, tonuaped it pꝛiuily vnder his cloake, and vnſene 
ol anp, went fozth to a Cane in the Mountaine adioyning, 

where vnclothing him ſelle, he put on the habite of a wo- 
man, ſo fit and exquiſitly made, that he ſemed a young and 
beautifull Damſell. That done, he diſpoſed of the reſt : 

and hanging at his backe a Quiuer of arrowes, with a 
bow in his hand, he thꝛuſt him ſglfe into the Foreſt, fully 
reſolued, that (ik he could finde Menſola alone) the ſhould 
not lightly eſcape him. 

Her had not long trauailed in the thicknes ofthe Foꝛ⸗ 
reſt, but Phoebus with his heauenly Chariot, began fo 
ſhew his golden face in the Caſt, making red the top of the 
Mountaine, with her bzight rapes towards the Meſt: 
when African thus diſguiſed, ſeeing by the ſhadow, his 
counterfaite ſo perfect, began to fo2get him ſelfe, and ſup- 


poſed that Nature had changed his manly ſhape, into a fe- 


minine quallity » thereby aſſuring him ſelfe to ſpede the 
rather in his begun enterpziſe, and ſo walked towards 

Floſſolan. 
A2 s Affrican mounted the height ofa Teepe hill, he heard 
in the Uallep below, a great noyſe, and loking a ſide, be⸗ 
held where many Nimphs courſeda huge grifly Boꝛe, 
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wounded with many arrowes, which the beaft beare ſtic⸗ 
king in his body. This Boze was ſo chafed and weary, 
that hardly could hee goe faſter then a fofe pate, whom 
the Nimphs purſued with womanith ſhzikes: but the 
Boꝛe hauing gotten aduantage of ground far befoze them, 
and reſting him againſt a Tree, fled after with moze 
ſwiffnes, when he law the Uirgins appꝛoch him: lo that 
then he was out of their danger, they choſing the height 
of the hill, and the Boze,the way that Afr: icag came, 
Now was Affrican ſhzouded behind a Tro, to behold 
the Chace, and the demeanoꝛ of the Damſels,almoſt faint 
fo2 wearines ; but ſeeing the beaſt eſcaped them, and his 
Piſtreſſepzeſent,toke currage by the occaſion offred,and 
aduancing him ſelfe without feare in the way where the 
Boze was comming, fkroke an arrow into his b2ealk, 
with ſuch foꝛce and liuelines, that the beaſt weakned with 
bis fozmer wounds , and feeling him ſelfe attainted, with 
pꝛeſent death, tumbled downe dead vpon the graſſe, + 
The Nunphs (amongſt whom Menſola was) ſeing the 
Boꝛe flaine by an vnknowne Uirgine, very faire, c of god 
feature, entertained her hartely,and pꝛaped her to accom 
pante them, vntill they had bzoken vp, and made ready 
ſome part of þ p2ay foꝛ their Dinner: but African, though 
nothing moꝛe deſiring, yet to couer his affection, fayned 
vꝛgent occaſions elſe-where and refuſed to ſtaie: but after 
ſome denials, belt fitting to beguile this mayden compas 


nie, he acco2ded, chicfely at requeſt of her, whom he molt : 


fauoured aboue all creatures. 

Whit ſome of them dzefſed the Boꝛe, others made fire 
foroft ſome part.And others ſparing to ſpend time without 
exercile, ſet vp a marke againft an old Dake, to try whoſe 
ſkill was beft, and could ſhoote neereſt. Then began they 
to ſhoote by oꝛder, but of the Nimphes, Menſola with her 
Dart was neereſt. Affrican alſo, pꝛeſſed by them to the 
like ſpozts, hitte the white, and khereloze had the pꝛice 
and 
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and pꝛaiſe of the reſt, chiefely of Menſola, who at that in⸗ 
flant was wounded with the pꝛicke of affection , towards 
the vnknowne Damlſell,to whom from that time ſhe bare 
a fellow⸗like and honeſt lone, as well foz her lonely t mo- 
deſt countenaunce, as alſo, fs2 that ſhe was pꝛopper, beau⸗ 
tifull and vertuous.. | 

Venus alſo by her ſecrete influence, well knowing (at 
her pleaſure,) to iopne two creatures in one ſimpathie of 
affection, began now her operation, and ſo pꝛeuailed, that 
at all ſpozts with the Bow, NHenſola and African had the 
pꝛice, which ſo inflamed the tender hart of this poung vir⸗ 
gine with affectionate lyking to Affrican, that hee ſeing 
himſelfe fo highly fauoured of his Piſtres, ſought euer 
that might beft delight her. This ſpozt ended, and dinner 
alſo readie pꝛepared, they were inuited by the reſt to ſitte 
downe circle⸗wiſe on the greene graſle, hade wed with the 
bꝛanches of great trees, faire and very delectable, 

Their firft courſe was a haunch of Ueniſon roſfed and 
interlaced with Laurell leanes, a ſide & coller ofthe ſame, 

the ribbes alſo boyled vpon the coales, layd on the barke of 
Trees cut in many peeces, ſeruing in ſteed of plate, foz o⸗ 
ther veſſel had they none: and when any one thirſted, they 
went to the Fountaine to dꝛink. The laſt courſe was ſun⸗ 
dꝛy lozts of fruites, gathered of the Trees in the Fozreff, 
And in ſteede of Bꝛeade they had Cheſnuts , foz the art of 
tyllage was not then vſed in that Country, At this feaſt 
e Henſolaſeated herſelfe by African, whom (ſuppoſing he 
had been a woman) ſhe entirely loued. 

The repaſt ended, with the generall content ok all, they 
aroſe from the banquet , and becauſe the ſeaſon was hote, 
the Nimphes ſoꝛted themſelues in fropes, to walke ſome 
heere, ſome there, ſinging & retoycing together with great 
melody that it was pleaſure fo beholde , and then retired 
againe, ſome to the Fountaine, and others to the Groue, 
Accozding as they beſt liked. | 

New 
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Now did Menſola, Affrican, and two others, determine 
fo purſue their chace till night, and therefoze walkedin the 
Foꝛreſt towards Floſſolan, beguiling the time with many 
pleaſant deuiſes: wherein African (as his turne ſerued ) 
graced himſelfe ſo well, that each one hearde him willing⸗ 
ly, and deeply fauoured his honeſt demeanoꝛ: but Menſo- 
la became ſo amoꝛous towards him, that ſhee coulde not 
leaue his company. Yer loue notwithſtanding was ho- 
neſt, foz the verily ſuppoſed he had been a Damſell. What 
minde African bare alſo towards her, J paſſe ouer, as a 
thing befoze declared, and reitteration is ſuperfluous. But 
(ſubtile as he was) hee ſmothered the fire ſo couertlie that 
none could perceiue it: vet was hee greatly diſcontented, 
that haning ſpent moſt part of the day in walking p Foz- 
reft, onely letted by two Nimphes Which held him compa- 
nie, he had not affected his deſire. 3 

It A ſhould (ſaid he) manifeft my [vue in their pzeſence, 
and declare what J am, J ſhould flaunder her greatly, and 
make my ſelfe hopelefſe to attaine their company heereaf- 
ter. And attempting violence, (J feare) they woulde take 
parts againſt me, and ſlay me with their moztall arrowes. 
And it I faile this day, Foꝛtune 3 doubt wil not fauour me 
againe, at leatt in long time, with like oppoꝛtunitie. What 
then remaineth? ſurely J know not, but to ſpend fo2th the 
ſmall remainder of my ſazrowful dayes in continuall com- 
plaints. Dh Venus, J pꝛay thee in regard of thoſe ſweete 
embꝛacings, in each like Foꝛreſt with thy faire Adonis, 
to further mie in this vꝛgent buſines, neersly concerning 
me: ſo wil J crowne thy ſtatue each day this Ponth with 
a Chaplet ofſweet ſmelling flowers, and burne vpon thine 
Altar, the fineſt Ancence of Arabia. | 


How 
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> c H AP. X] L 
« How African, difguiſed as a Mayd, deflowred the faire 
. Menlola vnniling an the valley of the Pond. 


öfter many complaints which this diſgui- 
Wk (ed Loucr ſmotheredin his mind, Foztune 
«Ky pittying his continuall paſſions, long ran- 
sing inthe. Wods by vnknowne paths: 

WAR bought-them to a Ualley ſeated among 

many little Mountains, decked with green 

grade, flowers, and bear bs , and garnilhed with ſlundꝛy 
ſozts of great Træs. 

From one ot thoſe Pountaines „ iſſucd a ſmall ſiluer 
ſcreame, running calmly by the plaine: and in the midff 
of the Ualley, ſtaped it ſeife in a large ans ample Lake, 
but very pleaſant: and the water ſo cleare, that the fiſhes 
therein might eaſely be ſcene ſwimming, and but checking 
the ſtomack at the depeſt. The Pond cleare, without 
mud, ſlime oꝛ other filth , gaue ſafe-enterance into the 
ſame : So that the [mall grauell (painted with diuers co⸗ 
lours) appeared lyke to a faire pauement in the bottome. 
To conclude , ſuch was the pleaſure ot the place, that it 
ſamed a Paradice of delight. » 

The two Damſels which accempauied Menſola, behol- 
ding this place, ſo deſert and ſolitarp, and ſo aunſwerable 
fo their humozs, foꝛ recreation only diſpoiled their cloths: 
to vath them ſelues, and waſh the ſweat from their chafed 
bodies: That done, they began to chaſe the fithes in the 
water, ſome whereof, they caught with great delight. 
Menſola (as then not vnclothed) yet willing to take part 
with them of thoſe ſpozts, ſpake to Affiican as followeth. 

Py ſwert kriend (ſaidſhe) ſhall we alſo wath our ſelues, 
52 what elſe Mall we doe? Doe as you pleaſe (aunſwe⸗ 
red African) foz A am not ſo pt” wie heate, but that 
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J can well bzoke it: Allo A fele my head yct paine me, 
by reaſon of my late bathing. This excuſe he coyned, fea» 
ning by diſpotling him ſelke, to be diſtouered "Inv ſeing 
peu will not (fayd ſhe) nomoze will J: but what ſhall , 
we doe? Let vs repoſe our ſelues (ifyeu pleaſe) vnder the 
ſhadow of theſe great Tries „ vntill the extremity of the 
heate be paſt, and then each one may retire in the colenes 


of the euening. : 


This motion ſo well plealed Aﬀtican, , as nothing could 
doe moꝛe: wheretfoze, taking the Mirgine by the arme, 
they went toyfully to reſt, in a chadowie place, at diſcent 
ofthe Pountaine: where arguing Menſola ſtretehed her 
ſelfe along vpon the graſſe, and Aﬀeican ſat by, highlie 
troubled at the pzeſence dfthetwo bathing-Nimphs, who 
hindzed the etfedting at his idyes, pet in fine, it (03 ted to his 
wiſhed end: Foz when thele Pimphs had well refreſhed 
them ſelues in the bath, and taken of the liches as beſt 
tyked them: they tame fozth ef the water, and attired 
them ſelues againe 1and ſteing Aenſola reſdltied to deuiſe 
fill with the ſtrauge Rümph, and Hom will as vet to 
returne: they veparted te prepare fo ſupper; Acening 
Menſola contented;:berabſe the had compaũ x, her abode 
not farre thence diſtant, and the Sunne as pet very high: 
This parting of the Nimphs well liked Afﬀeican, as the 
thing he harfily wiched: vet ffaying till they were far eff 
from fight oz hearing, ſurpꝛiſed with loue, dege wateuedie 
to behold her, whoſecurely vefired ta ſleepe. 

Now was the ſeaſon hote, and the better to retrech b her 
felfe with te colenes of p wind, which blew with a plea- 
ſant gale, the had loſcd her cloths befoꝛe, fo that her round 
and white teats appeared halle bare, ſeatedlike to dowles 
vpon her Juoꝛp bzeaft ; fo coniclude, an obice>t able to rev 
uus the dead ſpirits of aLitargious mati. This fight lo 
kindled the flame of defire in the Pouth: that power wan⸗ 
ted to reſtraine his hands, but thzuſt them into the * 
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of the Nimph,-and killed her with great affection, Men- 
ſola (Whoſe gentle hart ſuſpected no guile) indured it with 
patience, ſuppoſing them familiar topes ot foliſh pouth, 
oft vled among them df like ſexe: but fœling her ſelfe vn⸗ 
touered, and his hand put vnder her Gowne : lcaue eff 
(ſayd he) and be quiet, fo2 Jam diſpoſed ta ſlerpe. What 
wilt then doe (putting backe his hand maunting to high) 
art thou foliſh, oꝛ haſt thei loſt thy wils? Mhat pleaſure 
takes thou to appꝛoch ſo necre, 4 diſcouer me: oz delights 
thou ſa ſoundly to handle me, being a woman; and ſo want 
power to aunſwer thy content Repoſe then thy ſelfe (3 
p2ay thre) elſe walke and take the apze: and it thou finde 
thy ſelfe oft altered: goe cole, and waſh thee in the Riner, 
and let me reſt. This ſapd, and cloſũing againe her epes, 
Ge turned away her head, lealt the other Een ro ones 

her with killing. 

African hereft᷑ of all power fo commaund him ſelfe : ſer⸗ 
ing his happy Fates had offered iu god oppoꝛtunitie, and 
feling the heate of nature incite him there-vnto , delayde 
not: but pꝛepared to affect his deire. M cn ola herreat 
was greatly diſmayed, to ſee her felfe vntouered, and ſo 
ftraightly imbꝛaced: but moze did ſhe wonder feeling the 
bullets batter at her Caſtle gate, and her ſelfe afſatlcd ſo 
hotl y by him (who vnder a Maiden counterfaiting) ſeught 
to dellower her, bent all her fozce to reſiſt him, and cried 
out, as her laſt refuge: but in vaine: Foz he had not long 
laid ſtege to this hold, and beaten at her golden gate, the 
aſſavlt being flerce, and reſiſtance fæble: but the Allai⸗ 
lant entred, and demeand hun ſelfe ſo valiantly , that her 
pꝛoued aiſter ofthe Fozt , and the vanquiſhed fozced ta 
endure the will ofthe conquerenr. . 

This ſpozt ended, Menſola haſtilp fat downe, at the rot 
of a greene Tre, and with a fell and angry viſage, behol- 
ding him, whahad ſe finely deceaued her quite bercft of 
| eas furiouſly roſe'vp , and 8 in her hand a Dart, 


which 
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which the wontedly carried fixed the one ende thereof in 


the ground, intending to caſt her ſelfe thereon, and ſo fo 
ende her ſozrow and ſhame at once ? But Aﬀeicanlightly 
taking her by the arme, and compelling; her fo fitfdowne 
where ſhe was beloꝛe, ſtaped the effecting of this pꝛeten⸗ 
ded Tragedy : And faſt imbzacing her leaſt ſhe ſhould cf 
cape him, he chered her vp with many comfoztable woꝛds 
as followeth, . 

| Pyſwete delight (ſayd hi) pardon (J pzay thee) this 
outrage : : foʒ my attempt was fozced by commaund ef the 


' GCoddefſe Venus, aſſuring me happily to eniop thy Lone, 


Ceaſe then the plaints, be merry, and friendly receaue 
him, who is, and will be euer thine , Hith thou haſt ſo 
badly deceaued me (aunfwered Menſola) pw; e and ill ad⸗ 
uiſed Damſell: and manger my will, bereft me ofthat 
J molt effemed, leaue nowe, and let me goe: and thine 
exes ſhall witnes the defire J haue, to ende my bnhappy 
like, by making my hands miniſters of my vntimelie 
death, 

Dhchoyce flower of beauty (card Aﬀrican) dareſt thou 
impugne the will dt the Gens, who long ſince appoyntev 
the foꝛ me:! Wilt thou ſhewe ſuch cruelty to thine owne 
life, ſceing without the 3 cannot line,moze then fiſh with- 
oat water, man without ay2e , oꝛ beaſt without paſture ? 
Ok this be aſſured, that if thou wong thy ſelfe with the 
leaſt harme, foz my fake, J will ffrangle my ſelfe in thy 
p2elence , Leane then, this foliſh thought, this oner rath 
and euill minde: and line (at leaft) foz my ldue: And truſt 
me (ſ\wete hope) thou ſhalt finde none bzeath , to equail 
mine aff:ction towards thee. And it this will not content 
there: noꝛ that thou art minded to pitty my paſſions, delay 
not my death J pzaythe': that thy hand rrurnging thy re 
ceaned wzongs, thy hart may liue at quiet. 

Menſola liſtning to his woes, and beholding the a- 
doundance of teares that tumbled from his —_— 
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who ſo louingly imbꝛaced her: let fall her head vpon his 
bꝛeaſt, ſo perplexed in minde, as if death had already cea- 
zed her, and thus continued long without ſpeaking, Affli- 
can with his right hand ſuppozted her, and with the other 
wiped her moiſt face, beſpzent with teares, and lwertlie 
kiſſing her with a hart fraught with ſoꝛrow and paſſionatr, 
ſaid. Oh heanenly influences, haue vou thus conſpired, 
to giue and bereaue me at one inſtant, that my hart beit 
loued, ſerued and intended to cherrith as my chefeft de⸗ 
light, making her dumbe and ſencelefſe in my pzeſence 2 
By the round ſeat of lupiter, and the triple Pace of Nep- 
tune I ſweare, ifſhe oft miſcary, and J the cauſe ofher 
miſhap,mine own hands ſhall ſacrifice my ſelfe, and vield 
due puniſhment fo2 the haynouſnes of my fact. 

. Theſe ſozrowfull complaints ended, Menſola reuiued, 
and thzobbing from her troubled bzeaft, many depe and 
ſcalving ſighs,renued ſo her fozmer complaints, as though 
a wozld of woes had poſſeſſed her? Which African no- 
ting, and ſmoothing her diſo2dzed heires, and killing her 
ſweet and louely viſage, ſpake to her as followeth, 

Oh freſh:Roſe (ſaid hee) ſeff thou not that my life and 
death, felicitie and miſhap reſts onelyin ther? Am Jnct 
pzeſt to accompliſh thy commaunds? It thou ioy in my 
death, J am content, but if thou wilt that J liue, it ſhall be 
dnelp to ſerue thee : he only doth embꝛate the, who loues 
the as his owne ſoule. Chere then thy lelfe, and appeaſe 
thy vnreaſonable ſozrow. 

Alas ſaide Menſola, pꝛetiſelꝝ beholding African in the 
viſage, better had J neuer bene boꝛne, oz entoyed the be- 
nefite of this pꝛelent life, then to haue taken the habite of 
Diana, and deuoted my ſelfe to her pzofefſion , oꝛ that the 
furious Boꝛe this day taken had ſlaine me, to pzcuent the 
inſuing miſchiefe this day befalne me. 

Trouble not pour ſelfe (aunſwered African) but foz⸗ 


mn my eres friend the wan, A haue done ther: lo: th 
griefs 
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griete is my toꝛment, frine not therefoze where hope of 
remedy wanteth. Live then in peace my iop, comfo2t thy 
ſelfe, and regard him lcuinglie, who eſteemes and honours 
the as his earthly Goddeſſe, vnwilling euer to attempt 
what may bꝛeede thee diſlike, And becauſe thou ſhalt bet⸗ 
ter crevite my woꝛda, and that my loue farre excedes the 
meane, oz that my tongue is able to exp2efſe,J will mani⸗ 
feſt the cauſe that boldned me to this attempt. 

Foure months ſaid hee, are almoſt ſpent, fince firſt be- 
holding ther with Diana at the Fountatne of the Pond, thy 
exquiſite beautie tooke pꝛint ſo deepely in my hart, that my 
wits haue biene (et on wozke, to hunt out meanes to ma⸗ 
nifeſt my feruent atfedion towards the, J leaue to men⸗ 
tion in particuler my then ſecrete couart in the Beares 
Denne, the euils J endured foꝛ thy loue, and the connſaile 
alſo which mx olde Father (dwelling nere to this onn⸗ 
taine) oft gaue me, to alienate my mind from affecting the 
Nimphes of Diana, and how alſo not long fince, J founde 
ther in the Woods , where cruelly than caſt thy Wart ts 
haue flaine me. Onely J will acquaint thee howe Venus, 
moze curious of my god, then thou haſt bene of my life, aſ⸗ 
ſured mee (by lletpe) to eniop ther, and taught mee thys 
meane to counterfaite, as thou ſceſt. Te conclude, J let 
paſſe many toꝛments and nights ſpent with cozrewe » all 
endured fo2 thy loue: wherfoze (it J haue any way w2on- 
ged thee) thou oughteſt.to excuſe ine the rather, beeing fo2s 
ccd thereto by diuine power, and the ſame with no intent 
to offend thee, but onelie to giue vnto my ſelfe my leng and 
wiched content, It is loue then thou oughteſt to accuſe, 
and hold me thy friend excuſed, 

Menſola attending this amo2ous diſcourſe, was ſome⸗ 
what comſazted, and pꝛickt with the golden Dart of Cu- 
pid, in regarding her friend ſpeaking with ſo great affectis 
on. Againe , ſeeing herſelfe highly faucured of a Youth, 
freſh, young,and beautiful, and who foz her laue * 
ſuc 
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ſuch matters beyond the reach ef his age: felt ſo linely the 
imp2cſſion and heate of loue, enflame her hart befoze colve 
and frozen, that bzeathing fozth many bitter ſighes, gaut 
euident ſhew of Venus opperation. 3 | 
A well remember (ſaid ſhee) not long fince J was pur⸗ 
ſued by one, who grieued me ſo in the end, that to repel the 
furie of his purſute, I caſt at him my Dart: but J knowe 


not if it were thou, that haſt ſofinely betrayed mee. Pet 


fince J fwke vpon me the habite of Diana, A was neuer ſo 
impoꝛtuned of any, and would God thou hadſt neuer ſeene 
me: at leaſt, not found meanes to deceiue me: fo2 haddeſt 
thou not been, J had ſtill remained in count one of Dianas 
virgins, whoſe fellowſhip now J ſhall wozthily looſe, and 
further hazard the perrill of my life. And thou (O youth) 

depely roted in my lone, ſhalt be cauſe of my ruine , and 
thy ſelfe remaine ſafe without danger: But pou oh Trees 
growing in the Pountaine and Fozreſts, and vou fierce 
and wild Beaſts haunting theſe ſauage Weds , witneſfſe 
with mee (J pzay you) to the Goddeſſe, that J did my beff 
to reſiſt him, and ſought reuenge to my power: But what 
power (alas) had J pooze & feeble Damſell, to withſtande 
thy fozce 2 It 3 might blot out this fault by haſtening mine 


owne death, the content would be thine, and I fozgotten. 


being dead. - 

This ſaid, African faft imbzaced her in his armes, his 
face bedewed with teares iſſuing from the fountaine of his 
epes, and ſwietly killing her roſie cheekes, replied as fcl- 
loweth. Thinke not (O Nimph molt deſired) but that 
my life is, and ſhall be wholy deuoted to thy ſeruice, with- 
out leauing thy companie , oz any intermiſſion of time. 
Leaue then (J p2ay the) theſe troubled thoughts: fo2 J 
ſweare by thy deuine beautie, Jneyther can, no2 will 
(whillt 3 liue) fo2get thee, purtrayed lo liuely in my hart: 
fo2 thy ſweet company is wy lole repaſt, depꝛiued wherof, 
I can no longer liue. 

bt Thinkeck 
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" Thinkeft thou, J haue any power fo loſe once fight of 
this heauenly face: theſe bꝛight and ſtar⸗like eyes: theſe 
ſwert and louely chokes, decked with Uermilion bluſh, 
and thy moze then deuine beantie, whoſe perfection no 
earthly wight can ſecond? No ſucely J haue not: but bleſ- 
ſed be the yeare, moneth, day, and houre, wherin Nature 
framed theſe moze then earthly members, excelling each 
liuing · creature elſe, in exquiſite ſhape and per fed beautp: 
Foz thou art onely the cleare welſpzing of all beautie, 
mirroz of curteſie , and liuelp b2ightnes, defacing each 
baſe and obſcure thing: to conclude nought wanteth in 
the, which eyther minde oz body requireth. 

Deface not, noz loſe then (my ſwet friend) by melan- 
cholly paſſions, ſo faire a thing: but expell all penſiue ſoz⸗ 
rowes from thy hart, 03 oft elſe that may b2ed the griefe, 
ſeing the thing paſt cannot be recalled: let wiſdome ther- 
ſoʒe rule, where necellitie fo:ceth . Chere then thy ſelfe 
(my Loue) and refrech thy dulled ſpirits : Embzace me 
(ſweet friend) and freely kifle me, leaſt I die with to much 
affection towards thee, 


CHAP. XIII. 

C The complaints of Menſola after ſhe was deflowred,and 
how at the ſecond charge with African, ſne remayned 
with child of a faire Sounc. 


h E ſpiech, demeanour, andſweet embza- 
2» |cings of African, w2ought ſo fo2cibly in the 
A minde of Menſola, that ſhe ſomwhat foꝛgot 
N YDellber ſozrowes, ſeeing it alſo botleſſe to ſtriue 
8 where remedy wanted. Againe loue mo⸗ 
| — her , to affect him who highly fanoured her, the caſt 
her right arme (foz faſhion ſake) about his necke baſhing 
(as it were)toſhew her ſelfe moze — to his reguelts, 
and — | 
Alaſſe 
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Alalle (ſapd ſhee) what ſhall befall me, my fac once 
knowne to Diana, J dare not hereafter vſe my wonted 
Baths, with other the Pimphs ol that Soddeſle, noz pet 
kepe ſoctefte with them as befoze ; fo2 no ſoner ſhall my 
fault come to their eares, but thep will manifeft the ſame, 
ſo ſhall J be foꝛced to flie, that ought J moſt to follow. A- 
gaine the ſlaughter of my ſelfe (J know) cannot leſſon oz 
alter the quallity of my offence, but augment it rather, as 
an obiect fo2 each eie to gaze at: pet ſeeing thy woꝛds ſound 
to rcaſon, J will change my minde and line, abandoning 
my foꝛmer and moꝛs then cruell reſolution : pet will J no 
way conſent that thou ſtap ſtill in my companp: except 
thou meane to manikeſt my fault, as pet couart to the 
wozld ; foꝛ J may be ſtill deemed a Payde , as this moz- 
ning J was : but thy long ſtap may bewꝛap thy counter⸗ 
faite, and happily cauſe thy death, with infamie tomy 
ſelfe, althongh J meane to accompany them no moze un 
nteds J mukk. 

I p2ay thee therefoze (O Pouth) depely roofed in my 
loue , leaue off to frequent mp company hereafter ; ſo 
hall J contentedlp pardon the dutrage thou haſt dene me, 
pꝛouided that thou keepe my ſecrets. oe hence then (J 
p:ay the) and leaue me alone, to learne by my fozmer 
harmes, to better guide my ſelfe from thine, and ſuch like 
ſubtill baits heereaffer, 

African perceauing the Nimphs ſozrowes now come 

what quallified, (though ſtill aſhamed of the fact) thought 
not ſo toleane her, but reſolued to make a reaſonable ac⸗ 
co2d betweene themoz he departed, and therefoze kiſſing 
her, ſapd. 

O freth Roſe. (deuinely coloured) in whom J haue pla- 
ced my whole deſire and happines, knowell thou not vet, 
the exceſſiue greatnes of my loue, e how J toy in nought 
elſe but thee 2 How thinkeft thou then, ſhall J leaue thee, 
1 abſence may onely being me pzeſent death, and 
Y. pꝛeſence 
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preſence life 2. And hed J am foꝛted by thy commaund, 
to leaue the fo2 a time, hardly ſhall J euer ſe the heere⸗ 
after , if thou ſtul continue thus paſionate , but ſhell cn- 
dure fozmentintollerable: which to pꝛeuent, and that cur 
ſuddaine parting bing vs not to vntimely death: yield 
me (Jp2ay) this content to goe with me to my Fathers 
houſe neere adiopning, where theu ſhalt be ſerued of me, 
and honoured of my Parents, far beyond the accciint of 
their owne Daughter: And if my pꝛeſence there anoy 
ther, J will depart thence elle where at thy pleaſure, icy⸗ 
ing not withſtanding, that my hap ſozted fo well, to finde 
thie with child by me. Nenſola ſuppoſing her fault net ket 
publique diſltked of this motion. 

J will not now (ſapdſhe): leaue to fcllow Diana; : 02. its 
nounce the parity of my pzofeffion, io conuerſe with men: 
Fos had JF been willing(befoze J entred this ozdet) to haue 
ſwent my yeuth in ſpinning woll, and cther ſuch like Wo⸗ 
mamtlh exerciſes, with my Mother and Siſters, and to 
marry with thoſe that hartily ſought me, J ſ;culd highly 
haue pleaſed my Kather (whafe chtefe darling J was) and 
greatly ſoꝛrowed at my Niniphall habite. Let me there⸗ 
foe intreate (if my intreaty may oft pꝛeuaile with thee) 
and adiure the, by the loue thou beareſt me, and made the 
commit this ontrage towards my perſon, to-departhome 
to thy houſe, and let me goe . And I ſweare by him, who 
' pierced thy hart with his golden arrowe (as theu ſapeſt) 

that my loue ſhalt euer remaine firme towards thee, with 
this content onely that à reſt to be thine. | 

If J knewe (aunſwered Affrican) that thy hart and 
fongne agrerd, J ſhould be cleared from all ſuſpition: but 
ſeare enelp ta faile of thy contpany hereafter, makes me 
vnwilling to leaue (as thou commaundef ;). Feare not 
(ſapd Meunſola) fo: J wilt oft repaire tu this place, where 
thou mailt ſe and ſpeake with me, oz eiſe whers at thy 
pleaſure, And afſuredly will 3 hold pꝛomiſe: foz thou * 
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o faſt linked me in thy bonds, that nothin 9 ſhall left me, 
fo yield thee thy wiſhed content. 
Affrican perteauing the effects of upide operation, in 


the tender hart of his deloued Menſola : who now began 


to feele the fozce , ofthe inuiſible and amozous fire of Ve- 


nus, retoyced greatly at theſe wozds : and rauiſhed with 
the ſweet ſpech of his Miſtris, he embꝛaced her pet moꝛe 


firicly then befoze , and ſweetly killing her ſayd, Seeing 


(my ſweet hope) thou delights to be ſolitary (at leaſt) with- 


out my company : reaſon wils me to yield where if plea⸗ 
ſeth thee ta commaund :. pet befoze our parting, grace me 
with this fauour, in token of our mutuall loue, that know- 


ing how affecedly J lone ther, what Art and pollicie 1 


vſed, to compaſſe and gaint thy faucur ,.. (ch bꝛight Woad⸗ 
ffarre of my hart, and now fozthy pleaſure mult leaue 


thee ; ) J may once kiſle and ſwetly embꝛace thee againe, 


ſeeing time and opoztuntty ſerueth, and afterwards J will 
depart contentedly fo2 thy liking, and to mozrow keturne 
hither to ſee the, as thou halt pꝛomiſes. 


What other pleaſure will thou take vt me (anſwered 


Menlola) then that thou haſt already had? Sufficethnot 


that is paſt , but thou will haue moze ? Content thy-ſelfe- 


foꝛ the pꝛeſent (J p2aythe) and let me goe (it thou oft e⸗ 


ſteeme ol my louc) ſceing the night app2ocheth , and hap⸗ 


pily we me y be eſpied of ſome. 


The fo mer pleaſure J haue had of the (aunſwered 


Affrican) hath bene ſo mixt with bitternes, feares, and 


ſtrife: that moze aptly , map it be called a violent furie, 


then any ſweet content: But now ſith comfoꝛt hath er⸗ 


 peldſozrow, ſwæter will be our pleaſure, and far ere cede 


the:fozmer. .. 
Thou oughfeft not add wozſe fo bad (ſaid Menſola: :) fo2 
if Diana ſhall vnderſtand, that the fault committed was 
mauger my wil, mp puniſhment may be the lefſe, Depart 
therfoze G pꝛap the) & let me goe.allo leaſt we be eſpied. 
3 2 Who 


— 
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-, Who ſhall make knowne (ſaid African) out fact paff, 
02 what we intend, to Diana; it not dur ſelues 2 And Jal- 
ſure thee fo2 my part, will as: charily kape it ſecrete, as 
mine owne life. Fozeouer , if thou denie mee my withed 
delight, thine eyes ſhall witnes my wꝛack in thy pꝛeſente. 
pitty then my paſſions (\weet Pimph) and let mee net die 
ko thy loue. 

This ſaid, hee renued his foꝛmer kiſling and other dal⸗ 
liance, as any man of ſpirit would haue done in like caſe, 
But what Tower ſo ſtrong, which by long ſiege and bat⸗ 
terie wil net yeeld 2 oꝛ woman ſo ſqueamiſh, who at length 
will not be ſnared, feeling herſelfe courted, handled, and a⸗ 
moꝛouſlie wooed by a young Gallant, whoſe gooddemea- 
nour. deves, and pleaſanf,wo2ds, haue fo2ce to ioyne, not 
onely two creatures in one, dut make two mountaines al⸗ 
ſo to mite by mutnall accozdz. 

Menſola whoſe hart was ſoft and tender, as others com- 
monlis of that ſexe are, denied him fo2 a time, but in the 
end. vnable to reſilt the fo2ce of lone, vtelded herſelfe into 
the armes of her Loner, and ſpake as followeth. Þy good 
Friend (ſaid chee ſwetly killing him) Jknowe not what 
Deſtinies haue decredmee to bee thine, and to obey thy 
will: take therefoze thy pleaſure (J p2ay the) fo2 J yeeld 
my ſelfe tothe, againſt whom J neither haue, noz will 
haue, power to reſiſt, feeling my hart attaint with dcfire 
towards thee, which fozmerly wounded thee foz my lake, 
Uſe then this body, which is thine, as thou belt likeft, foz 
all power of reſiſtance is fled, That done; J pꝛap the haſt 
quickly away, fo2 J feare to bee ſcene and formde of ſome, 
chiefelie of my companions,.. who may come to ſeke mee, 
and whoſe fellowſhip I thall loſe foz euer, if my faulte bee 
knowne ; 

Who nowe moze content then: Menfola, embzaced by 
her friend, oꝛ moze toyfull then African, at the atcoꝛde of 
m — IGG; pꝛepard to execute their —_ 

| ar 


— 


of Affrican and Menſola. 27 


their trauaile was ſo mutual and willingly beſtowed, that 
Menſola arofe with child of a faire ſonne. 
Dhæbus this while delighting at the ſpoꝛt cf theſe two 

Louers, beheld them with his ficrie beames behind the co⸗ 
uart ok the Pountaine, which Menſola perteiuing, and 
beeing on foote againe, ſhooke eff the duſt from her white 
gowne,and impoꝛtuned African to depart, becauſe 5ᷣ night 
appꝛoched: and ſhe wing him one way opyoſite to that the 
meant to take, ſhe willed him enter that path, whereat the 
youth was greatly troubled. 

Curſed be thou night obſcure and noiſeme (ſaide Affri- 
can) enuious of my good, why dolt thou deſire to let vs of 
our common delight? Thou onely parts me from my beſt 
beloued, not knowing when to enioy her company again, 
The faire Menſola ſoinewhat ſhamed at the fact, moze iop⸗ 
ous notwithſtanding then at the beginning, (as her de⸗ 
meanour gaue enident ſhew) hartilie kiſſed her friend,and 
ſatd. 

What moze thou wilt do, J know not, noz what cauſe 
of ſtay thou canſt nowe finde, ſering thy deſire is actompli⸗ 
ſhed, Depart then my ſweet friende J pzay thee, ſpeedilie, 
fo; thy pꝛeſence can warrant mee noſafctie, and I verilie 
ſuppoſe, that each beaſt 93 Bird that ſtirreth, is one cf my 
fellow Nimphes comming in my ſearch. Let it not then 
grieue thee to depart, fith thou ſeeſt the iminent daunger 
hang wholie ouer mee. And this J with, not but that thy 
ffaie would content me as thy ſclfe, but J ſee the night ap- 
pꝛoach, & J haue far to trauaile, pet befoze our parting ac⸗ 
quaint me with thy name, and what thou art, that. may 
vnderſtand whom J ſo affectedly fauour. 

. African to content his beloued,made known his name, 
Parents, and place of his aboade, and then loutngly em- 
bꝛating each other with like affection,they toke leaue and 
departed: but they had not paced many ſteps befoze they 
returned to take a freſh farewell, ſo olten, and with ſuch 

2 3 wozds, 
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woꝛds and demeanour ſeruing to expꝛeſſe their mutual af- 
fection, that hardlie could pen deſcribe it. After much loue 
dalliance, notwithſtanding in the end they ſtroke hands, 
to confirme their pꝛomiſe of returne at that place and time 
the day following,and ſo departed, 

Aftiican tanke the plaine, and Menſola with her Dart 
in hande, the height of the P ountaine: but penſiue and 
fraught with divers thoughts, repenting the fact done, en⸗ 
tertained each ſtep almoſt with bitter and grieuons ſighs, 
pet could ſhe not refraine to returne often, and behold her 
beloued as hee went, who foz his part did the like. Thus 
tonuaped they each other with their eyes , ſo farre as the 
length of the way, the darknes ofthe night, and couart of 
the great trees letted their light. 


CHAP. XII Il. | 
¶ Howe African failing of Menſola in the Valley of the 
Lake, (as they had agreed) through deſpaire ſle we him- 
ſelfe with his owne Dart. | 
725 N SN Ffrican repairing to the plate where her had 
INS left his owne apparrell, attired himſelfe and 


4 returned to the houſe , his counterfaite not 
FE" eſpied of any. And although his father Grif- 
NSD fon and Alcumena were (cze troubled with 
the long abſence of their ſonne; pet were they nio2e ioyfull 
at his ſafe returne, ſhewing by his viſage moꝛe cherreful⸗ 
nes then hee wonfedly had done. And ſeeing them curicus 
to know the cauſe of his long ſtate, gaue them ieſts fo2pay- 
ment, to couer his affection, and what hee had done: vet re⸗ 
ſolued hee ſo foone as the day appeared, fo returne to the 
Ualley,and viſite her whom he molt deſtred. | 

Menſola after her departure from her friend, trauailed 
along the ſide of the Mountaine, thinking on that ſhe had 
done, and repenting at the ſecond charge, fearing that the 
offence 
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off:nce beeing capitall, and knowne to Diana, her ptmiſh⸗ 
ment ſheulde bee aunſwerable, and therefoze vttered her 
complaints as followeth. 

Ah infoꝛtunate w2etch that Jam, what inercy can 7 
expect of her whom J haue ſo highly cffcnded, by pelving 
my ſelte to ſuch oppꝛeſſien: If Venus (ſcle canſer of my 
ill) in recompence thereof, would gine me pꝛeſent death, 
my miſchiefes would end, and content exceve ; but alaſe, 
willing to puniſh me with all rigour, ſhe denies me that 
fanour, ſo ſhall J lan guiſh with ſozrow and ſhame, whilſt 
the poꝛe remainder of my life endurckh. 

In theſe and ſuch like diſcourſes the Numph diſcending 

the Pountaine (when the night with her darke mantle 
had couered the earth) ariued at the Caue, where ſhe with 
ſome other Nimphs inhabited. And after ſundzy dcuiſcs 
ef occurrents happened amongſt them, the went to reſt, 
bat no flepe could ſhe entertaine at all, ſo fearefull was 
the, leaſt her fault ſheuld-be diſcouered. One while reſol⸗ 
ued ſhe to abanden Diana and her Damſels, lo kepe her 
felfe clole, and refuſe to goe abꝛoade: Againe the ſedaine 
remembꝛante of her friend A ffrican daſhed that conceite, 
ſo that long fwd ſhe in a manner what to determine. Eut 
at length bꝛeaking fiicnce, ſhe ſoftly ſaib as followeth, 
_ Were my fact knowne to pou, (oh my companicts) pci 
would admire at my fellp, and richtly cxpcll me from 
your company , Andif you made knowne the fame to 
Diana, my hap ſhould ſozt to that of pe Cal;fia, whe be⸗ 
ing opp2efſed by lupiter , was tranſ-fozmed into the vgly 
ſhape ofa fierce and cruell Beare, complaining with hcz- 
rible rearings, when ſhe would vtter her aricfe. 

Oh happy Nimph, whs once foꝛced by the god Sherp⸗ 
heard Mugnon, was conuerfed into a Fountaine, and her 
friend into a Riuer, as pet knowne by their names, both 
flaine by ene ſfroke of Diana (as my friend lately told me.) 


Vappy a ſap) doe I call the, foz that thou feltſt the ſweet 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure of thy deflozation , and death alſo at one inſtant: 
which faucur my Fates deny me, but pꝛolong my life, to 
languiſh in continuall toꝛment, 

Diana (it may be) will change my body info come Foun⸗ 
taine Beaſt, oꝛ flying Fowle, oz elſe not daigning me ſo 
much good, will tran{-fozme me into the fozme of ſome 
huge and bzanched Tre, o2 craggie Rock, as vnwozthie 


hereafter to beare Dart in the chaſe , ſeeing J haue deff- 


led my ſacred habite, giuen mee of my Parents in honoz 
of the Goddeſſe. 

J well remember (oh Father) that by you J was com⸗ 
maunded to pield all obedience to the lawes and inttituti⸗ 
ons of Diana, and fo embꝛate her followers with mutuall 
affection : And how afterwards vou accompanied me to 
this Pountaine, not to violate, but to kerpe my virginity, 
Pou are ianozant of mp fault, how J have bzoken my ſa⸗ 
cred vow to the Soddeſſe, and what anguiſh and trouble 
J am bꝛought into: And iuſtly doe J feare , that my mif- 
hap being knowne, will not mone vou to vitty me. Great 
was the ſoꝛrow which the Pimph endared : but the day 
appꝛoching, ouer⸗laden with griefe and watching, the de⸗ 
fired lleepe, whereby hartned (as it ſeemed) the reſolued 
to hold fellowthip with the other Pumphs (as befoze) ſce- 
ing her fault was pet couart , and vnknowne to any but 
her friend. 

The Nimph Caliſta (ſayd ſhe) was deemed a Uirgine, 
euen of Diana her ſelfe (although ſhee were a Goddeſle) 
without ſuſpect, vntill her grolle belly in the bath bewzay- 
ed her fault, and ſhewed ſhe was with child. And (it may 
be) ſome of my companions ſecret faults, far excede mine 
in quallity: of vs vet ignoꝛant of their actions, be they dee- 
med Uirgins, how ſotfiſh then ſhould J be to feare the 
ſhadow, befo2e I ſc the ſubſtance? Thus reſolued, behol- 

ding the Sun-beames gliſter vpon the earth, ſhe ſpeedily 
aroſe, K Dart in hand, walked towards the Arne 
0 


not minding to appꝛoch the place where te lot her Pap⸗ 
den⸗ head fo; feare to encounter African „ and to be diſcrt- 
ed at the length. 


Affrican on the other ſide, moze fowardi in burning af 


ted then befoze, as ſwne as the day appeared, aroſe, and 


walked towards the UWalley ofthe Lake, where he had 


ſpoꝛted with his iſtris the day befoze, hoping fofindher, 


as was accozded betweene them: but comming to the 
place and not finding her there, he ſuppoſed it was fo car- 
lie, and that in time ſhe would come , And the better to 
behold her a far eff whether atcompanied, 02 alone, he 
went to the top of the Bountaine, where chwſng a place 
meete to ſe ſuch as entred the Ualley, he hid him ſelfe be⸗ 
hind a Thicket, and there kept watch vntill the mid dax 
paſſed, without ſight of any creature. 

| Afterwards, dicloſing his touart, and ranging to and 
fro in the Kozreſt, dzcaming after. Menſola, reſolued at 
their ſecret meting to acquaint her with many things o⸗ 
mitted the day befoꝛe. And ſo knit the knot between them, 
that it ſhould after remaine indiſloluble. And calling to 
minde the late pleaſure he toke with his Miſtris, and the 
lone deuiſes paſt betweene them, when he law any faire 
flower by the way 5 he cropt it, to pꝛeſent it at her com⸗ 
ming. 

Affrican, thus long wayted , beguiling the time with 
theſe amozous thoughts, but in vaine: fo: Menſola came 
not at all. The Sunne then began to decline and hide it 
ſelfe behind the Pountaine, which greatly troubled Affri- 
can ſ&lng the night at hand, and his delight not there. 
And as one whoſe hope expecting ſome hap, aunſwerable 
to his will: caſteth in his minde many doubts „that moſt 
may hinder his deſires, euen lo did Affrican admire the 
long ſtay of his beloued, 

The night now come, and Menſolas abſence conftrai- 
ned dim to retire diſcontedly to his houſe ; vet exruling * 
| Jo 
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in his owne conceite , thought happily that encountring 
ſome of her companions by the way comming, ſhe was 
fozced vnwillingly to bzeak p2omile with him: with theſe 
and ſuch like conceits he ariued at his houſe , with full des 
termination to reterene early the next mozning foz feare 
of failing. 

The next, and many other daies following, he fill re⸗ 
ſozted to the Uallep of the Lake to viſit het, whonought 
leſſe minded then to come there: (not but that ſhe hartily 
loued him, ) but feare snely that their familiar meetings, 
chould be bewzaped to Diana, fozced her to refraine that 
and all other places of Africans reſozt. - 

This poꝛe abuſed Pouth after many daies and weekes 

ſpent, in ſearch or his beloued Menſola : bat in vaine, at 
laſt became ſo ſad and full of penline thoughts , that his 
naturall ſtrength began tofaile him, his frech and wonted 
colour to fade, and ſs plunged in mellancholly paſſions, 
that hardlie could men heare bym (peaks moze then a 
dumbe man. 

Affrican one day keeping his Fathers ſherpe on the top 
or the Pountaine, willing to vifite the Uallep of the Lake 
where Menſola afſuredly pꝛomiſed to merte him: left his 
charge to their owne guiding, and with a Dart in his 
hand, came to the Fountaiue ntere where⸗vnto he fo2mer- 
lie enioped his Miſtris. The fight whereof, and the re- 
membzance of his fozmer ſwet pleaſure, with her (whoſe 
pꝛeſence though hartilp wiſhed, he now vnhappily wen- 
ted) ſo enraged him with frantick furie, that he was not 
Maiſter of him ſelfe: but vttered his griefe with ſuch ſoꝛ⸗ 

roipfall regrets, as the hills and dales by Eccho to his 
plaints ſemed to pitty his mil ⸗foztunes, and with his wo- 
full fate be holding the heauens, and his armes lolden on 
his bꝛeaſt, he ſpake as followetg. 

Ah Menſola (ſatd hee) why haſt thou falſifped thy fayth, 
fo oft confirmed by — vuto mee? Thou little * 


— 
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(if ſemeth) the power of the Gods,andlefſe thy pꝛomiſe to 
thy friend, Yaſt thou foꝛgotten, that oft andſwetly kiſ- 
ſing mee in this place, thou pꝛomiſedſt to returne the day 
folowing 2 How dareſt thou ſo highly offend, ſith the Eads 
are witnefſes of thy periurie: Mell, (eing thou makeſt 
no conſciente to deceiue me with thy lies, the perfozmance 


of my pꝛomiſe ſhall manifeft my tonſtanc ie, and condemne 


the of lightnes: to wit, to end mine ownelife , if thou c- 
ſtrange thy ſelfe from me, wherin (I think) thou moſt de⸗ 
lighteſf,els wouldſt thou not refraine his company that is 
wbolie thine, ſo that the wꝛong thou haſt dane me, is onely 
cauſe of my death. To remember alſo the ouer-ſhozt plea- 
ſure Jerfffoke with thee neere to the Fountatue,doubles 
the extremitie.of my paſlions, and makes mee languiſh in 
miſerable woes. But befoze J begin to act this blody tra- 
gedie, oh you Trees, Plants, Grours, Yearbes, Foun- 
taine, Pond, and Reeves, (faithfull witnefles of my foz- 
mer delights) behold (Apꝛey you) the deſire 3 haue fo end 
my miſchiefes and troubleſome trauell. 

This (aide, as man deſperate aud ſenceleſſe,hee fired 
his Dart on thebzinkeofthe Riuer, andthe y2on towards 
his hart, fully refolued to caſt himſelfe thereon, and ſo end 
his life and miſerie at once. And aſter ſome impꝛccatiens 
to the Gods, his 8, and lamentably calling ſenſo- 
la to apde him, andthe ittle Riner alſo running th2cough 
that Lake, to vouchſafe his body buriall within his cleere 
and chꝛiſtall ſtreames, he fell p2eſentiy on his Dart, with 
ſuch fozce, that the y2on appeared at his back, and he tum⸗ 
bled into the Riner , where hee yelved re his ſpirit and 
blood her. 
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CHAP. X V. | 
1 How Menſola feeling herſelfe with child, ſonghe coun- 
ſell at Senadeche, and what comfort ſhe tecenied: 


=" Vis (mall River wherin African tumbled, 
$I 2. 511 at the head of the Pond, deuides it ſelfe in⸗ 
Ne | | S2<llevtwo parts, the one running with acalme 
es andpleaſgnt fireame towards the houſe of 
the good olde Griffon, Father to Affrican, 
who as then watering his beaffs below at the Riner;eſpi- 
edthe water neere tothe bzinke changed from his natural 
tolour ts red, as erſt hee: had ſtene it, the day that his Fa⸗ 
ther was ſlaine. Which ſo appauled the old man with ſud⸗ 
daine feare, that nipt as the uerę hart, he pꝛeſently belt his 
3Beaſts vpon p Riuer banke, and haſted (as his age would 
ſuffer him) to the head of the Lake, where hee lounde his 
ſonne, one halfe in the Niuer, and the other out , with a 
Dart pierced thzough his boypy3:0uun? £25 þ 

This fight ſotroubled his {pifits; that mated with er- 
treame ſoꝛrow, he well nigh fainter to the ground {but ti 
king hart a freſh, he puld his fonnofozth of the water;anv 
beholding this wofull: fvecacle; diſküling from his aged 
eves great aboundante of teares, hee- utteren pus Miele an 
kolloweth. ir en 341 301: GHG. + £89; 5% 

Alas (faidhe) myſoniit; w whote hand zypern ie ny 
ell, to depziue ther vf lite, and me ol niy toy at once: Mhat 
cauſe halt thou giuen to ß murtherer to flay thee in a plate 
ſo dezart? Curſed be the day, the howꝛe, and minute of thy 
vnhappy arciuall. Dh my Donne, the lole hope and ſtatte 
ok mine old age: how deſolate haſt theu left me by thy vn⸗ 

timelie death 2 What griefe will this wofull and fatall 
pꝛeſent bꝛing to thy aged Mother, hopeleſſe with my ſelle 
of any moꝛe childzen, by reaſon of our great age. Wet then 
may weeluſtly complaine to bee left deſolate and 1 
comat 


of African and Menſola. © 3k 


comfo2 tofany. 
This ſaid,and dzawing the Dart ont of the bzeathleſre 
body of his ſonne, caſt it deſpightkullp fo the grounde, and 
ſaid: Yee that ſtrooke thee into the body of this pxꝛe youth, 
+ bew2ated well his cruell and felloncus minde, but J ſup- 
poſe it was Diana, as pet not glutted with cur blood. | 

This old mans ſozrow exceeded, ſo that conſtrained to 
reſt himſelfe by the dead coꝛps of his ſonne, bowing down 
his heade ſuppoꝛted by his knees, long continued his la- 
ments with extreame paſſions : but at length, recouering 
ſome-what his foꝛmer fozce, beheld the moztall Dart, in- 
ſtrument of this fragicall act: and vpon better aduiſement 
knew it to be the ſame that Affrican wontedly chaſed with 
all, ſulpecting thereby his ſonne to bee murtheredof him- 
felfe; though ignoꝛant of the cauſe of his diſpaire, 
Griffon perceining his plaints nought auailed, tcoke 
haſtilie the dead co2ps of his ſenne vpon his choulders, and 
(weake as he was) bꝛought him home, 4 ſhe wed to Alcu- 
mena the moꝛtall Dart hee had dꝛawne out of the bodie of 
his ſonne ; whereat the wofull Mother growing almoſt 
deſperate, vttered ſuch loꝛrsw as could hardly be exp2eſſed, 
The time of lamenting palt,they burned the cozps (as the 
manner of their Country was) and caſt the aches into the 
Riuer,as yet red withthe blood of the dead, and what elſe 
thereof remained, they buried on the banke of the Riuer, 
from that time called by the name of African. - 

Now returne we to Menſola, who (ignozant of her 
friends miſ-fozfune) off haunted the place of his common 
walks: but in vaine, fo2 to late came phiſicke when liſe 

was paſt. His abſence made her admire the low p2oſecn- 
tion of his ſute. And deſirous with other Himphes to ſe ke 
him in the Foꝛreſt, he much ioxed to be ſeene a farre off, 
(at leaſt) ot her friende, to otcaſion a renuing of their foꝛ⸗ 
mer frichdlhip. Now was the highly fauoured oꝛ the other 
Nimphes, which made her pꝛeſume her fact pali * 8 
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kept moze couart, thinking alſo to blind the eyesof Diana 
(as the reſt) who deemed her ſtill a Uirgine. 1 

Pet did not this ſubtile diſſembling quaile in her the 
fozce of her affection towards African, noz lefien her de⸗ 


fire to finde him in ſome ſecrete cozner alone, when impoz⸗ 


tunitie ſerued: but the remembzance of her fozmer pleas 
ſure, cauſed her thꝛob krom her tender bꝛeaſt many deepe 


and bitter fighes ; foꝛ feare onely to be eſpied (cauſe of both 


their wzacrks) and no want of good liking, long fozced her 
to deferre the accompliſhment ofhis will. 

As Menſola was one dap walking in the Fozreſt in 
ſearchofher beloned, ſhe arriaed at the Wallyof the Lake, 
and earneſtly beholding the place where thee haderd ta⸗ 
ſted the logingſpozt of Venus. ſhee began in this manner. 
Ah mp lweet friend (ſaid ſhe) where art thou now becom: 
Why art thou not heere,to behold with me the place of cur 
fozmer delight, when thou berefts mee of my hart mays 
denhead together. Zhou endurcfl (it may be) ſoꝛrow and 
trauaile foz my loue , and J quiltlefſe thercof : fozthough 
feare onely leaſt our fault ſhould be diſcloſed, hath reſtray⸗ 
ned me from all bol dnes, to yeeld thee thy wilhed content, 

thine am Feuer notwithTanding, expecting the bensfit of 
a happy time, 
Thee Months palſco, when Menſola uppeled ber fact 


was vnknowne : at the end whereof, perceiuing her bellie 


to [well, by reaſon of the fubſtance within: her face erft 
faire, andfreſh coloured, to become pale, her body groſſe 
and malie, her raines g ſides bꝛoad and great, her bꝛeaſts 
full fraught and puffed, and the whole, wearie and penſiue, 
not knowing the cauſe (as litte experimented in luch like 


matters) was greatly appanled. 


Now dwelled there in a ſauage Nocke neere to Men- 
ſola, a Pimph of foure⸗ſcoꝛe Winters old, expert in Phi⸗ 


| ſicke,anvvery wiſe, named Senadeche, tu whom Menſola 


repaired foz counſell, and to learne the cauſe of her * 
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And after ſome woꝛds paſt between them, ſeeing the place 
and oppo2tunity ſerued, ſhe acquainted Senadeche with the 
cauſe of her comming, and ſuch accideuts as had happened: 
which being well noted ofthe old Rimph, the quickly ſul⸗ 
pected the cauſe, and vehemently ſhaking her head, argu⸗ 
ing a diſcontent, ſhe demaunded of Menlala whether ſhee 
had accompanied with man, 4 if ſhe were not with childe, 
ſeeing the caſe ſo ffood that ſhe could no longer conceale it: 
Menſola bluſhed and greatly aſhamed at the wozds of Se- 
nadeche, vet not able to hide the truth from ſo tuming a 
Phiſttion, who coulde geſſe ſo rightly at her Patients diſ- 
eaſe, beganne to weepe and lament abcue meaſure, which 
the old Nimph beholding, thought happily the fault might 
be done and ſhe not conſenting : pitty therfoze moued her 
fo cheere vppe the daunted minde of Menſola with theſe 
ſweet andcomfoztable woꝛds following, 
Toꝛment not thy ſelfe my good Daughter,ſayd ſhee,fo2 
thou art not the firſt that hath beene ſurpꝛiſed by the flight 
and pollicie of men. In vaine it is fo weepe when the mat- 
ter done cannot bee holpen, noꝛ hid: it refteth then to pꝛo⸗ 
uide fo2 the ſafctie of thy fruit. Tell mee therefoze who is 
the Father of thy child: | . 
Menſola, mated with extremitie of ſazrowe, ſo ſhamed 
at the matter that ſhe could not lift vp her head, much leſſe 
aunſwere Senadeches demaund, but wept and lamented 
aboue meaſure : pet at length, by the impoꝛtunitie of the 
other, with a trembling and low voyce mixed with manie 
deepe ſighes, thee recounted the whole matter as it paſſed, 
and his name t parentage alſo, that wzonged her againſt 
er will. ; 
» Senadeche vnderſtanding by this paſſionafe diſcourſe, 
how Menſola was dcceaued, and the ſubtile ſnares of Af- 
frican fo ſurpꝛiſe her, was moze mooued to pittie her then 
defoze. And after many admonitions to be better aduiſed 
aftor wards, ſhe pꝛomſed her aide 6 ſuccour to her power. 
| | | Daughter 
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Daughter (ſaid che) Em avuiſ may rule ther, thy fault , 
 maybeſoſmothered, that when the childe is bozne, thou 
maiſt be deemed a Uirgine ill, It reſteth ten that thou 
keepe thy ſelfe cloſe without ranging, as little as then 
canſt: mozeouer, to weare thy garments looſe & vngirds 
led, leaſt thy groſnes appeare. And when nine MPoneths 
(from the day that thou accompaniedſt with p youth) ſhall 
be expired, thou ſhalt aſuredly haue a childe. Diſmay nat 
at the matter, but let mine be the care, who haue plotted a 
courſe already,ſofinely to effect this buſines, that none ſhal 
perceiue it: (to wit) that ſo ſoone as power will ſerue thee 
to walke, thou bꝛing hether the child, and leaue me to ma⸗ 
nage the reſt. Foꝛ J hope to place it where it may be well 
and ſecretly nouriſhed , Zheſe wozds greatly cheered the 


 fozrowfull minde of Menſola, who vipingher moilt eres 


and cheeks beſpzent with teares,replyed as followeth. 
Py god Pother , commend me and my cauſe wholy 


to your diſcreet wiſedome , knowing that without pour 


ade, J can no way eſcape extreame perrill, Let me ther- 
foze finde your help in my great erxtremity, being elſe ſe⸗ 
cludedfrom all humaine ſuccour. Ooe thy way (ſaxd Se- 
nadeche) aſſured of that J haue pꝛomiſed, and leaue the 


charge to me: foꝛ J \weare by the whitenes ol my aged 


bead, J _ notfall them this bulines. 


„ 

9 How Menſola ſurpriſed by Diana, caſt her childe into a 
buſh and fled: And how ſhe was transformed into a Ni- 
uer, and the child brought to his Parents. 

ES Enſola, fomwhat comfoted with the pꝛomi⸗ 
Jſed ayde of Senadeche, returned to her won⸗ 

* Caue: and 3 to pzactile their 


"ha 0, 
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* have to acquaint Affrican with her eſtate, and to renue 

their fozmer pleaſure , foz the better accompliſhment 
whereol ſhe oft faining to chaſe in the Foꝛreſt, went tothe 
Ualley of the Pond, where the firft loſt the name ofa Uir- 
gine, ts meete her friend ſhe had fo2merly pꝛomiſed: But 
miſling of him there, che palled the Riner to viüte Senade- 
che, and further to deuiſe of her affaires. Foztune was 
now ſo fauozable to MHenſola, that her companions percet- 
ned not the was with child, ſæing her often chaſe in the 
Foꝛreſt, though of viſage pale, andmoze hcante then ac⸗ 
cuſtomably ſhe had been: yet they nothing lelſc ſuſpected, 
then that was happened, 

Diana who had long time been abſent from her Nimphs, 
returned, to the Foreſt, to viſite her Floſlolan votaries, 

who receauing her with great honour and pleaſure, allem⸗ 
bled them ſelues about her, when ſhe beſt pleaſed to call 
them: But Menſola vnderſtanding of her arinall, eſtran⸗ 
ged her ſelfe as Senadeche gaue her counſell. 

The day of child-birth being come , ſhe was deliuered 
with great paine of a faire Bonne, by the ayde of the God- 
delle Lucina, who embzacingfhechtid in her armes, and 

kiſſing him, deliuered him to his Mother and departed, 

This young boy was maruailous faire, and ſo nere re⸗ 
fembled his Father African, that it gaue great comfozt to 

his ſozrowfull Mother: who ga azing at the ſwete counte- 

nance of her babe, andſuppoſing ſhe beheld the perfect pat⸗ 
terne of her friend, delayed to carry him fo Scnadeche , as 
it was befo2e concluded. | 

Diana willing to fe Menſola, whom ſhe entirely loued, 
and yet not ſeene ſince her laſt comming, ſuppoſed the had 
been ſicke, as her companions repo2ted, and therefoꝛe at⸗ 
companied with fire of her Damſels, entred the Caue 
where Menſola dwelled, hoping there to finde her, but 
they were deceaued: foz ſhe was gone with her an 
wards ths Kiuer not long u aaa ariuall. 3 7 
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. Dianamifſing whom the fought , went uf or the Cane, 
and called her with a loud ſhzil voyce as ſhe walked in the 
Mods: but the voice & ſight of the Coddefſe, ſo appauled 
the ſpirits of Menſola with ſodaine feare , that hiding her 
child in the buſhes, ſhe fled away(as Death had followed) 
and ſhꝛouded her ſelfe vnder the ſhado w of the Mod, but 
in vaine : foꝛ her hiding was not ſo conart, but Diana eſpi⸗ 
ed her, much admiring the cauſe of her running, 
Now froward Foꝛtune, aduerſe enewy to the Pimph, 
Adding a ſecond miſhap to the fo2mer, b2ought the noyſe of 
the childs crying, to the eares of Diana, who appꝛoching 
the place from whence the crie came, found a faire babe 
hid among the buſhes, whom ſhe commaunded her fol- 
lowers to take vp, much baſhed at the manifeſt fault cf 
Menſola, whomaking ſemblance not to heare the call of 
Diana, fledas ſhe had been enraged, | 
If J bend my bow poꝛe wꝛetch (ſaid the Goddelle) thou 
wants fo2ce to defend the pꝛicke of my dangerous arrow, 
ffay then (J ſay) thy cunning, and let thy ſpech manifeſt 
thy caſe , and who was ſo pꝛeſumptudus todeflowze thee, 
and commit this outrage : that J may take vengeance vp- 
pon htm aunſwerable to his fact. But Menſola (it ſeemed) 
little regarded what Diana ſapd, but haſted ſo much the 
faſter ; and appꝛoching the River caſt her ſeffe therein 
to eſcape & retouer the other banke : which Diana ſeeing, 
to manifeſt her power conſiſted not onely in her Bow and 
deadly Arrowes, coniured the Niuer wherein Menſola 
was, with ſuch ſacred ſpels, that the fame (obedient to her 
Dietie) began to froth, bople and meue it ſelfe, in ſuch ſoꝛt, 
that the pooꝛe Nimph at an inſtant, felt herſelfe melt and 
conſume,as the Inowe befoze the Sunne beames : ſo that 
fozth-with leauing her lively and naturall ſubſtance, thre 
was difſolued wholy into waterifh moyſture, and turned 
infs water. A ſpectacle very lamentable and maruailous 
tothe beholders. Dince which time, in perpetuall memo- 
ris 
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rie of this deede, the Riner tooke & till retaines the name 
of N enſola vntill this dap. 

The Nimphes ſtill beholding the Babe, and regar⸗ 
ding the freſpalle of the Pother, were greatly froubled 
howe to diſpoſe thereof: but Diava commaunded it to bee 
bꝛought to Senadeche, dwelling neere at hand, and accom⸗ 
panying the reſt to the Caue of the olde Pimph, declared 
how the had found the infant in the Bulhes, and tranſ⸗ſoꝛ⸗ 
med Menſola the Mother thereof, into a River fo2 puniſh 

The good old Nimphe hearing the cruell woꝛds of the 
Goddeſſe, bemoancd with teares of pitty the harde chance 
of Menſola, and embꝛacing the child in her armes, ſhee off 
killed it with great affection, fo; lsue thee boze to the Boy 
ther, and ſaid, | 

Hatred Goddeſfe, J well hoped none had knowne of 

this fault but my ſelfe, which --cnſo!a bewzaying to me 
in this place, committed herſelfe wholy to my diſcretion 2 
but ſeeing thou haſt ſo puniſhed the Mother, let the pooze 
Dzphants to timely miſhap, (guiltleſſe altogether of her 
fact) modus the to pitty , andlezue the charge of his fo- 
ſtering to me, whoſe Parents dwelling net far hence, will 

alluredlp at my requeſt,cqual the care ouer him with their 
owne. Then reconnfed ſhe to Diana, howe the Youth had 
deceiued her, and rauiſhed her againſt her will, which 
ſome-what appeaſęd the furie of the Gsddeſſe, repenting 
that (cauſeleſſe) her puniſhment was with ſuch rigour, . 
and committing the child to Senadeches diſpoling, the then 

with her company departed. 

When D1ana was departed , Senadeche conuayed the 
child to the houſe of the good old Griffon, Father of 4ti:1- 
can, being foze-tolde by e enſola, the name, parentage, 
and dwelling of the Pouth that deflow2ed her: and finding 
Alcamena at the dooze, ſpake to her with a fill and milde 
boyce, ſaping: My good . let not (A pziy thee) the | 
cauſe 
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tauſe of my comming, which J meane to acquaint thee 

with,noz vet my ſperches ought fronble ther, and thou ſhalt 

know the Parents of this infant here in wzapped, and the 

manner ot his birth. Then vnſwadled the the child, who 

moued, (as it ſeemed) by very inſtinct of nature, beholding 

his Grand⸗mother, vegan to laugh, and ſtretch abꝛoad his 

tender limbes with great pleaſure. 

Alcumena liſtening ts the imphs diſcourſe, ofthe lene 
between Affrican and e/7enſola, and how her young Ne- 
phue diſcouered in the buſh, was chtefe cauſe of his Po⸗ 
thers miſhap, and that Diana had alſo ſent him to her to be 
nouriſhed, was neuer befoze moze iopfull: wherefoꝛe im⸗ 
b2acing him in her armes, ſhee oft kifſed him with tender 
affection, and bꝛought him to Griffon. as the repefing him- 
ſelfe in the Garden, and told him what ſhe had heard: who 
curiouſly regarding the face of the childe, ſo neere reſem⸗ 
bling African, was eaſily induced to credite her repozt,re- 
ioycing greatly that Foztune had yet fanoured him with 
hope of ſucceſſion. Wherefo2e, after due thankes to Scna- 
deche, he accepted the child foꝛ his owne, with pꝛomiſe of 
2 leſſe care foz his foſtering, then fozmerlie he had loꝛ his 

onne. 

That doone, Senadeche returned to her Caue, leauing 
the good old folks exceedingly comfozted, foꝛ that the Gods 
pittying their age, had ſtirred them vp newe and vnexpec- 
ted ilſne. 

The fame of esel franſ-fozmafion, was quickly 
bꝛuted in the neighbour Countries about, and amongſt the 
Damſels of Diana, which ſtrooke ſuch terroꝛ into theyz 

haͤrts, that they feared to offend the Goddelle with the like. 
But Griffon and Alcumena hauing the child in they? kee- 
ping, little regarded the anger of Diana: and naming him 
Pruneo, they cauſed him to be well foſtered, ſo that in few 
peeres, he appeared of beautie excellent, of thape and fea- 
ture ſo exquiſite and perfect, as erſt that Countrey 1 
3e 
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bꝛedde the like, and ſuch as Nafure herlelke might better 
connferfaite then ſecond. Beſides, his mind was ſubiect to 
no baſe but good and honeſt thoughts, each part retapning 
his due pe opoc2tion, ſo ſemely and pꝛopper, as might well 
haue rauiſht the minds of the beholders. Poꝛeouer, ok wit, 
hee was pꝛegnant, of courage hardie and bolve, with a ſe⸗ 
nere and graue countenaunce, pꝛomiſing on his part, ſome 
great good foꝛtunes to enſue, 

When Pruneo had attained the age of xvit}. peeres, his 
beautie and perfection cauſed the Grandfather to ſuſpect 
his young ſonne would tread the ſteps of his aunceſters, in 
affecting the Pimphes of Diana. And acquainting him 
with the infoztunate death of his Father African, and the 
franſ-fozmation of Menſola his Nimphall mother into the 
Riner,as yet bearing her name, aduifed him to beware of 
that angry Goddelle, and not to follow, noꝛ any way to af- 
fed her Damſels : els might hee expect no better ſucceſſe 

then the other, And withall,gaue him ſach ſage admoniti⸗ 
ons, and counſell, as beſt fitted fo2 the gouernment of his 
young and fender age. 


Y . 
How Pruneo Sonne of Affrican and Menſola deſcended 
of the Linage of Prince Turnus which then ruled Italy, 
for his vertues was onely elected Gouer nour of the land 


of Floſſolan. 


| 77 n the Cittie of Thebes, and Countrep of 
5 I» 0018 Greece, a Cittizen of mighty perſonage cal⸗ 


led Atlant, and firnamed Turnus, (whoſe 
a| aſpiring minde , thirſting foz ſole gouern⸗ 
ment of that Citty) aſſembled many raſh 
and heady Youths , and aroſe in armes to vſurpe the ſig⸗ 
noꝛie ot that Region: but reſiſtance was ſuch, that after 


many bꝛoiles and much ſlaughter on both ſides, he was 
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compelled with his mall remnant of Souldiers, to flie 
ths land Gregeoiſe , with whom he reſolned to ſeke new 
dwelling in fozren Regions, ſceing gis owne Country des 
nied of gouerniment, 

And herein did Foztune ſs fauour him, that appꝛoching 
the confines of Dalmatia: he toke (by fozce) Emblea one of 
the chiefe Townes, and beſt ſtoꝛed with freaſure andri- 
ches of all that Country: by reafon whereof he remfo2- 
cid his armie , and made god pꝛouiſion as well of victuals 
as munition alſo, and other neccſſaries foz the warres: 
But ſœing the whele Country vp in armes, and readp ite 
reuenge the wong + ſpoile he had done: departed thence 
alſo away with great ſperde. and paſſing the high Regt- 
ons of Boſſina, Croaſla, Auſtria, Bauiera, and the Country 
of the Swiſſes, wherein making little ſtay , foz that he 
found the people, cf manners rude, warlike ſtrong, mu⸗ 
tindus, and ready in armour to reſiſt him, he diſcended in⸗ 
to Italy, the Climate whercof beeing wholſome, god, and 
kertill, as pet vnpeopled, and barren of Townes, Caltles, 
oꝛ cth:r foꝛtification, gaue him better hope of enſuing god, 
and with ſmall reſiſtance cuer-ranne the Country, ſo that 
in ſhoꝛt time he found him felfe Loꝛd and Paiſter of the 
whole Land. 

Now were his people troubled and wearte by long and 
inc eſſiue trauaile, which cauled him ſearch ent ſome place, 
meete to build a Citty in, the Arength whercef might p20- 
mile him ſafety that Winter , and fo2 his treaſure and 
ir wels alſo in his abſence whilft he pꝛoceded in the full 
tongue ſt of Italy. 

And among others he made chicfe choyce ofthe Poun⸗ 
taine of Floſiolan, as a place belt fitting his purpoſe, wher 
encloſing in a wall the houſes there found, on the top of 
the Mountaine, he made thereof a royall Pallace foꝛ him 
ſeife: and in the plaine below, he alſo builded many hou⸗ 
ſes, as well fo: lodging of his armie, as foz the people of 
the 
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the Country there minding to inhabite. That done, he 
let compaſſe the fame, with a ſtrong and high wall, ioy⸗ 
ning to the Caſtle on beth ſides, and called it after the 
name of the Pountaine, the Towne of +loſſolan. 

After he had admitted all that would come there to inha⸗ 
bite, diſtributing to each one the Land about, (as ſeemed 
moſt meete vnto him) retaining the Foꝛreſts, Mountains, 
and Kiuers, fo2 his owne pleaſure and delight: his curte⸗ 
ous demeanoꝛ to his Subiecs was ſuch, that cauſed this 
Tawne to be in very ſhoꝛt time well ſtoꝛed with people, 
faire, ſtrong, and furniſhed with many godly buildings: 
The inhabitants whereof, chicfely the people of Þzince 
Turnus, chafing in the Weds the wild and ſauage beaſts, 
found happily the Rimphs of Diana diſperſed harre and 
there in the Foꝛreſts, who willing o2 mlling they bꝛought 
home to their new Citty , and entertained them as their 
wines : ſome others eſcaping, fled to other Countries foz 
ſuccour : others hid them ſelurs in the moſt cbſcurcfbpla- 
ces of the Fo2reſts , not daring to appeare out of they; 
Caues and ſecret holes. And ſo ended this ſuperſtiticus 
Nimphall ozder. 


T VE Paince Turnus, aduertiſed ot many that inhabt- 

ted the Pountaines and Dezerts there⸗about, and 
durſt not peeld themiciues without his pꝛincelp aſſurance, 
let publiſh by Edict, that all ſhoulde by a day pꝛefixed, ap⸗ 
peare bofoꝛe him, with pꝛomiſe of like entertainement to 
thole that woulde, as his owne Cittizens, æ ſafety to they2 
goods, without w2ong of any, and thoſe that weuld nst, he 
gaue to pillage of ſuch as could ceaze them. 

This Edict publiſhed in all places of that Counfrey, 
came to the eares of olde Giiffon , who reſotutng to keepe 
himſelfe, family, and goods in ſafctie , acquainted Alcu- 
mena therewith,and { canuaide themſelues and houſhe!s 
to Floſſolan. 

The 
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The Pꝛince beholding this old Griffon with his young 
nephue, and diſcourſing with him of diners matters, found 
him of ſuch wiſedome, modeſtie, and ripe indgement, that 
he made him of his Counſell, and entertained Prunco into 
his ſeruice: and fo highly eſtermed the olde man, that no 
matter of ſtate paſſed, wherin his counſaile was not vſed, 
and the experience of his white and aged head lwaied not: 
to the good content of the Pꝛince, and benefit of his Ceun- 
trop. 

As oppoꝛtunitie ſerued, this geod eld man recounted to 
the Pꝛince his miſ-foztunes happened by occaſien of Dia- 
na, the birth of young Pruneo his Pephue, the death cf 
Affrican his ſonne, and tranſ-fozmation of the Nimph, 
whercat the Pꝛince greatly wondzed, but much maze at 
Pruneo, who as his veeres, ſo his ciuill honeſtie and good 
vemeanour increaſed, that foz vertue onely he was fauou- 
redofall men, 

At the Foꝛreſt chace , he excclled all fo2 ſhostin g with 
the 35ow,fierce caſting ofthe Dart, and all other weapons 
els, that time denied his equall. Fez bꝛaue managing his 
hozſe, and bzcakingaſpcare after that Country manner, 
hee likewiſe excelled. To conclude, ſo fozwarde was his 
will, bent to all vertuous and true honoꝛs exerciſes, that 
cauſed him to be feared of many, loued and admired of all. 
Soꝛtune moꝛeduer added ſo fatourable occaſion to increaſe 
his fame and re nowne, by reuolt ofa certaine towne neere 
vnto them, that being ſent among others by the Pzince,to 
luppꝛeſſe the power of the Rebels, and reduce the fo they 
foꝛmer quiet 4 obedience, hee demeand himſelle with ſich 
vertue, that fir mounting the height of the walls, hee 
there fought ſo valtantly, that his pꝛowelle onely recoucs 
red the Cittie. 

This ſeruice was highly eſteemed ol the Peince, ſo that 
in ſhoꝛt time after, hee gaue Tyronea (onely Daughter to 
one of the Pꝛinces of that country) in mariage to Pruneo, 
and 
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and the whole Country beſides, lying betweene Mugnon 
and Menſola, and made him chiefe Gouernour in his ab⸗ 
ſence ot all the Country, a dapes tourney circuite. 

Pruneo thus aduaunced by marriage, moze increaſed 
in all verfuous actions then befoze, and in memozy cf his 
good foꝛtunes, he cauſed a Temple to be built in honoz of 
Apollo, andaPallace alſo, well ſeated and high , from 
whence he might well diſcouer the Plaine, and the Conn- 
try about, which by good manuring became very fertile 
and pleaſant, In this place he moze delighted then ö whole 
Land beſides, and often viſited the Niuer named after his 
Mother, Menſola, where conferring with ſandzy ſpirits, 
aunſwering in acleere + intellectable voyce, full of fighes 
and plaints, he got knowledge aſwell of things paſt, as of 
future times alſo, 

The Pzince Turnus, thirfting fo2 the ſole gouernment 
of the whole Lande, betweene the Seas Adriarque and 
Thyrren, intending alſo topaſſe afterwardinto Sicilia, aſs 
ſembled his Armie diſperſed in diuers Countries, and pla- 
ced his wife and two ſonnes in a ſtrong Caſtell, ſeated on 
the top of the Pountaine boꝛdering vppon Piſa : and diſpo⸗ 
ſing ok other the affaires of his Land, (as matter and time 
required) iournied towards Rome: where after many no⸗ 
table victszies obtained againſt the inhabitants of thoſe 
Regions, repoſing himſelfe in the Country of Calabre and 
Naples, and there making pzeparation of Shippes foz the 
Seas, he died. Where-vpon, his Armie bꝛake vp, and re- 
tired into their owne Countries. | 

The eldeſt ſonne of Atlant, named Turnus, becing but 
ſixe yeeres old, began his raigne, and long ruled (as King) 
that Country in great peace t quict: and (as ſome wꝛite,) 
gaue it the name of Tuſcan, fro whom that Turnus which 
after combatted in liſts royall with Duke AÆneas, befoze 
he Cittie of Lorence, and was there flaine foz the loue of 

auinia, was rightly diſcended. 
ghtiy 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
C Of thelinage of Pruneo, the firſt beginning of the Flo- 
rentines, and by whoin the Cittie of Florence was repai- 
red. 


- VE 1 Fter the death of Atlant, Pruneo being left 
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Gouernour of Ploſſolan, ruled the Coun⸗ 
try with ſo great quiet, that hee was repu⸗ 
ted ſole Loꝛde and Maiſter of the Lande, 
Griffon his Grand-father,ouer-ladcn with 
age, and full of yeeres, with Alcumena al⸗ 
ſo dyed, and were honourably buried in the Temple of 
Apollo. Pruneo with his wife Tyronea, liued long toge- 
ther with great content, of whom hee begat tenne ſonnes, 
endued with ſuch gifts and perfection , as Nature ſeemed 
to ſhewe in them the very depth of her cunning. Theſe 
ſonnes like wiſe ſawe hee beffowed in marriage to great 
and noble perſonages: ſo that this linage increaſing daily, 
as well in number and ric hes, as in power and ſcueraign- 
tie ouer their neighbours, at length Pruneo alſs dyed, lea⸗ 
uing to his ſabiects and friends great cauſe of ſoꝛrow, and 
was interred with all funcrall pompe in the Tombe of his 
aunceſters. In reuerent regard of whom, his eldeſt ſonne 
was elected foz the ſoueraigne Captaine and Gouernour 
of the Land. 

Leng tune after, the Romains franſ-ferring the rule 
of theit kingdome to a publike gouernment of Senatoꝛs, 
thirſted foz the Empire ofthe wozlde , namely, of Italie, 
where obtaining many famous victozies with their great 
and populous Ar mie, at length laide ſiege to the Cittie of 
Floſsolan, as the chicfe Cittie of all that Country, which 
was ſo well foztified and ſtoꝛed with ſtrong, ſtoute, and va⸗ 
liant people, that the enemies of long time p2ofited little: 
pet in the end were they vanquiſhed, their Cittie taken, 

and 
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and the walls therzofraſed euen with the ground. Such 
as eſcaped, fled, and ſh2zowded themſelues in the moſt ob⸗ 
ſcure Caues, and places ofthe Foreſts and Pountaines 
adiopning. 

And foꝛ that the Romans ſuſpected theſe fugitines (af- 
ter their departure) would returne, and repaire the ruing 
of their Citty, and fo being refoztified, would require new 
foꝛce to ſuppꝛeſſe them againe: they placed in a Caſtell 
neere to Floſsolan, a garriſen of Yozſemen, and legionarie 
ſouldiers, to repel thepꝛ fozce , and let their aſſemblies, 
And moꝛeouer, to giue ſome comfozt to the pooꝛe, deſtitute 
of dwelling, they builded another Cittie neere to the koꝛ⸗ 
mer, and faſt iopning to their Caſtell, wherein they? gar⸗ 
riſen lay, and pꝛotlaimed in all Countries about. that each 
one that would, ſhould come and inhabite this new Cittp, 
in all liberty and ſafetie. 

The Floſsolans hidde in the Mountaine and Foꝛreſt 
Caues, hearing of the Romaine pꝛoclamation, berekt of all 
hope and power to reſtoze their Cittie of Floſsolan, ma⸗ 
king vertue of neceſſifie , came to the newe Citty of the 
Romains, and were curteoullp receiued: fo that in ſhoꝛt 
time, the moit part of the Cittie was peopled with the No- 
bilitte of Floſsolan, by reaſon whereof , they gaue to the 
Cittie the name of Florence, as inhabited by the people of 
Floſsolan. 


O W the memoꝛable vertue and wiſedom of Prurico, 

cauſed his linage to he held in great honeur and aus 
thoꝛitie among theſe Citttzens: which Cittie long time 
increaſing, as well in multitude of people, as in great as 
boundance of riches and trealure alſo: within the ſpace cf 
a hundzed peeres was reputed the place cf moſt weoꝛth 
within the Tuſcan Region, and in that flouriſhing eſtate 
continued, vntill the Ch2iffian faith (beeing planted in di⸗ 
uecs Countries and places,) the almighty God in his iulk 
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indgement , to punich mans ſinnes, fird vp acruell ene- 
mie and Tirant called Attila: who with a mighty armie 
inuading the Gothes, facked many ffrong Citties, burned 
Townes, and flaughtering in the Country of Almaine, 
and other Realmes, where he paſſed with moſt ciuell toz- 
ments, an infimife number of Ch2iftians, at length came 
info Italy, where he ikewiſe exerciſed his moꝛe then b2n- 
fiſh cruelfy : And girding the Citty of Florence with a 
ſtrong ſeege, he ſacked the ſame with moſt blody flangh- 
ter, putting the inhabitants with their Citty to fire and 
ſwoꝛd: pet foz that it behoued Attila fo haue ſome place of 
ſtrength, foz ſafe keeping of his munition, he repatred ſome 
of the ruinous wals of Florence, and let build below in the 
Valley, ſundꝛy houſes befoze burned. He repaired alſo the 
waſt wals of Floſſolan, where the inhabitants remayned 
in like fo2mer ſecuritie, whileft Attila went to ſubdue the 
Romaine Empire, and the whole earth beſides euen to 
the Sea. 

The Affricans diſcended of Pruneo, were ioyfull tore- 
turne to their ancient Patrimony : wherefoze aſſembling 
themſelues together, they haſted towards Floſſolan, which 
befeꝛe they had builded with great puiffance: : and ſeeing 
the Citty peopled with ſundzy Nations , they refuſed to 

dwell there, but choſe the top of the Mountaine adiopning, 
where they let build a ffrong Caſtell, and foꝛtiked them 
ſelues, to reſiſt their enemies mallice. 

This noble Linage grew long, and increaſed, by rea- 
ſon of the Romaines great warres and enemies els wher, 
which letted them, foꝛ froubling with their great and po⸗ 
pulous armie, ſuch as were far remote from them, 

Afterwards Charlemaine the great Cmperour , retur⸗ 
ning from the falling of Pope Adrian in his Ste, adnan⸗ 
ted ſome ofthe Africans to great rule and dignity in Flo- 
rence, ànd by long ſucceſſion were puifſant and honozable 
Cittizens, Other ſome gouerned Floſſolan, and the whole 
Country 


of African and Menſola. 39 


Country about, retayning till the chicfe place and title 
of that Land. 

P92eouer when Charles the Emperonr came fo ayde 
the ſaid A adrian, againſt Diſederas King of Lombardy, and 
Arcaſſes Duke of Bauient, h& together with the Pope, 
greatly augmented the pꝛiuiledges of the Affricans, in re⸗ 
gard of their ayde and ſuccour giuen to the Church, and 
many other notable ſeruices, (as ſome app2ened Authoꝛs, 
and ancient haue declared, 

Thus wearicd with long ſailing toſſed fo and fro vpon 
the ſurging billowes, J will now direct my bulged ſhip, to 
his wiſhed Hauen of reſt. Ceaſe then my dulled pen, and 
repoſe thy ſelfe, with this content, that my great trauaile 
in many ſtrange Countries hath diſconered by the, the 
of-ſp2ing of this noble African Linage: and that 7 haue 
obeyed ſuch as had power to commaund and diſpoſe of me, 
and my actions. 

Seeing now this work is ended, realon wils due thanks 
be giuen him, who increaſing my foꝛce, and guiding my 
vnderſtanding, enfoꝛced me to wzite this amoꝛous dif- 
courſe. It is loue onely J meane, and to whom J will be 
thankfull, and excuſe me alſo towards him, who hath the 
henour and pzofection of my labour. 

Oh then mighty Cupid (who by vertue of thy golden 
bow, haſt ſubdued the other Gods to thy will) and whoſe 
deuine power no humaine hart can ceſiff; let my whole 
care (J pꝛay the) be deusted to thy ſeruice, whole fo2ce 
effects each amozous thought, and giueth peace o warres 
to thy Seruants at thy pleaſure, 

Thycu haſt power to renine a hart buried in the pit of 
floth and cowardiſe , toſoften the moſt hard, and obdurate 
things, and to make the ſlow fozward and bolde. Thon 
canſt reſtoꝛe foꝛte, and decaied hope, and make toyfull the 
hart ſubiec to melancholly paſſions . My faith and obedi⸗ 
ence thou likewiſe knoweſt, at = commaund , to his 
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this amdꝛous N iſtoꝛp, Whoſe vertne hath bound me to her 
will. Take then in wozth this ſmall labour, and defend 
it frem the hands of baſe and vile perſons, which knowe 
ther not noꝛ thy power, and denie them to reade it, that 
deſire not to know thee . And why 2 Wecaule ſuch pꝛeciſe 
and car ping momes, will readily blame and repꝛoue this 
oꝛ oft elſe; how pꝛaiſe wozthy oz faultleſſe ſo euer: But to 
each god and gentle minde aſpecting vertue, and willing 
to become thy vaſſailes , permit to ſe and reade, foz their 
better content. Theſe will not impugne that whereef 
thou art the ſubtect ; but receaue gladly thy wozks , with 
ſuch thanks and pꝛaiſe, as thy obedient Heruants wonteds 
ly haue, and ſuch alſoas J now giue, where-vnto let it 
pleaſe the to aunſwere. 

Melcome my faithfull Seruants , who delight i in my 
pleaſure, and by pour amozous wezks, manifeſt my pcw⸗ 
er to the imple, and doe me a great ſeruice. Reaſon wils 
me toclteme (as beſt fitting my Dietie) that which vou 
pꝛeſent me, well hoping this little Boke ſhall ſerue foz 
part of the whole wozk, which comming will much moze 
be welcome: and that J ſeeme not ingrate o2 fo2getfull 
ok your god ſeruice. Liue and reſt wholpinmny faucz, 
pour contents will J giue you, to embꝛate that ycu moſt 
deſire, and at all times be ready to further your likings, 
mine cares fill open fo your pꝛaiers, and my hand foz- 
ward to effect your defires, whereof be aſſured as if my 
Woꝛds were an Dracle , Behold heere the aunlwere of 
Cupid, to them that liue vnder his obeaſance, and thank⸗ 
fully acknowledge his fauour. 

And you faythfuil Logcrs , to whom this Treatiſe is 
ſent, p2ofect it alſo, againft the mallice of ſuch as buſie 
them ſelucs fo maliane and mock thereat : not bockuſe the 
ſame is wozthy your fight oꝛ eſtimation : but in regard of 
Cupids pꝛemiſe by deuine Oꝛacle to his followers, 

And if by Foztune (my little Boke) thou hap to her 
bands, 
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of Affrican and Menſola. 40 
hands, who Camelien like hathoft changed tothe ſhape 


ok ſundꝛy obiects, Tell her (if ſhe ſcoꝛne the) that Eſope 


the Fabulous Poet hath long ſince in his Apologie deci⸗ 
phered her nature, waiting of a dogg ſhut in a ſtable, who 
heard his Maiſter (at his departing) ſay, that floze of fœ⸗ 
ding he had left in the Cratch foz his wozke Dren : and 
fo2 that the dogge could not find what his gluttenous mind 
deſired: he would not ſuffer the poze trauailed beaſts to 
app2och their feeding, as vnwilling that others ſhould tat 
of that ſauoured not aſter his owne appetite , Let her 
know further, and other defracing tongues alſo, that if 
my couert wꝛiting may not content them, my plainenes 
hereafter will far leſſe pleaſe them. And thou ſhalt ſ& 
that feare onely , leaſt their faults ſhould be pzied into 
(though they dente the entertainment) will cauſe them 
(at leaſt) to let thee paſſe in quict, 


Thus endeth Maiſter Iohn Bocace to his Floſſolan. 


Data fata ſecutus. 
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